
 

June 2021 

Dear neighbor, 

 

We are pleased to be able to announce that for the second consecutive year, the Village tax rate 

will remain flat at $7.25 per $1000 of assessed value.  This in spite of numerous budgetary 

challenges brought on by Covid and Covid-related reductions, the largest being a decline in sales 

tax revenue. 

 

We were able to do this in large part due to strong fiscal management from our department 

heads.  Doing more with less is not always a long term solution to financial stress but our 

departments did a fantastic job of implementing cost saving measures when asked to do so 

during the early stages of the pandemic, during a time of peak uncertainty. 

 

As personnel costs remain approximately 70% of all Village spending, future increases in those 

costs are inevitable.   It is our hope that these increases can be mostly offset by a rebound in 

sales tax revenue, as well as some moderate housing growth within the community. 

 

As a Board, our mission of long term sustainability for the community remains our primary 

focus.  From stormwater management to infrastructure, sidewalks to facilities, the features and 

services that make Trumansburg a desirable place to live, work, and do business will continue to 

be the important work of this Board. 

 

Provision of services regionally continues to be a growing responsibility for Village 

Departments.  Specifically, our EMS Department provides regular mutual aid to adjacent 

agencies, including Bangs in Ithaca, and dangerously low staffing among other law enforcement 

agencies in the area requires our Police Department to be ready to respond to incidents outside 

of the Village if called upon.  With this growing role in the region as the backdrop, the Village 

Board remains committed to ensuring that the quality of service to Village residents is not 

negatively affected. 

 

As always, there remain multiple channels of communication available – phone, email, website, 

social media – for you to contact us or stay up-to-date on local events.  Please don’t hesitate to 

reach out to any of us with anything Village related! 

 

Your neighbors, 

 

Rordan Hart, Mayor 

Ben Carver, Deputy Mayor 

Ben Darfler, Jessica Giles, Keith Hannon, Trustees 
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