
 
Special Meeting 

VILLAGE OF TRUMANSBURG 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Agenda 
February 16, 2023 

7:00pm 
 
 
 

Members of the public may join the meeting via Zoom 
Meeting ID:   89726679850 

Call-in number:  (929)436-2866 
 

 

 

1. (7:00) CALL TO ORDER 
2. (7:00) CHANGES TO AGENDA 
3. (7:00) PUBLIC HEARING:  LOCAL LAW 1-2023 - A Local Law Authorizing Section    

            466-a of the New York State Real Property Tax Law – A Property Tax  
            Exemption to Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Ambulance Workers 

4. (7:20) PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
5. (7:35) OLD BUSINESS 

a. Three Falls LDC Amendment - RESOLUTION 
6. (7:45) NEW BUSINESS 

a. March Women’s History Month Designation – RESOLUTION 
7. (7:55) BUDGET WORKING SESSION 
8. (8:55) EXECUTIVE SESSION – Personnel 
9. (9:00) ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Materials and Information Available Online or in Hard Copy Upon Request 



LOCAL LAW    - 2023 
 
A Local Law Authorizing Section 466-a of the New York State Real Property 

Tax Law – A Property Tax Exemption to Volunteer Firefighters and 
Volunteer Ambulance Workers. 

 
BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Trumansburg, County of 
Tompkins, as follows: 

 
Section 1. Legislative Intent  
 
It is the intent of this Local Law to allow residents of the Village of Trumansburg who 
are volunteer members of the Trumansburg Fire Company, as defined in Section 466-a 
of the New York State Real Property Tax Law, the option to elect the partial property tax 
exemption afforded them in said section of law. 
 
Section 2: Authority 
 
This Local Law is adopted pursuant to the authorities granted by Section 466-a of the 
Real Property Tax Law.  
 
Section 3: Exemption granted.  

 
A. Any enrolled member who has been certified by the Trumansburg Fire 

Company as an enrolled member of such will be entitled to a 10% reduction in the 
taxable value of their primary residence within the Village of Trumansburg for Village 
tax purposes.  

B. Any member of the Trumansburg Fire Company who has achieved over 20 
years of accumulated service shall be considered a life member and the aforementioned 
exemption will continue for the remainder of their life so long as the property serves as 
their primary residence.  

C. Any un-remarried surviving spouse of a volunteer who was killed in the line of 
duty shall continue to receive the 10% exemption if: a. The Trumansburg Fire Company 
certifies that the un-remarried spouse is eligible for the exemption. b. Volunteer had 
accumulated 5 (five) years of service. c. Residence continues to be the primary residence 
of the surviving spouse.  

D. Any un-remarried surviving spouse of a volunteer who passed away shall 
continue to receive the 10% exemption if: a. The Trumansburg Fire Company certifies 
that the un-remarried spouse is eligible for the exemption. b. Volunteer had 
accumulated 20 (twenty) years of service. c. Residence continues to be the primary 
residence of the surviving spouse.  
 
Section 4: Terms and conditions.  
 
The following terms and conditions shall be applied in the implementation of this 
article: 



A. No such exemption shall be granted until a volunteer has achieved a minimum 
of 2 years of service.  
 
Section 5. Severability  
 
If a court determines that any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this 
local law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance 
is invalid or unconstitutional, the court’s order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or 
invalidate the remainder of this local law, but shall be confined in its operation to the 
clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this local law or in its application to 
the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the 
controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered 
 
Section 6: Effective Date  
 
This law shall take effect immediately upon passage and shall be applicable for all 
assessment rolls filed after this date.  



 
 

VILLAGE OF TRUMANSBURG 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village of Trumansburg Board of Trustees adopted a resolution on 
February 13, 2023 authorizing the Village’s participation in the creation of the Three Falls Local 
Development Corporation; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the aforementioned resolution appropriated $10,000.00 from unencumbered 
fund balance as an initial membership fee; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees wishes to increase the Village’s initial contribution to 

the Three Falls Local Development Corporation to $20,000.00; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Ulysses Town Board adopted a resolution to do the same at their meeting 

on February 14, 2023; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Trumansburg Board of 

Trustees hereby amends its February 13, 2023 resolution to approve an initial membership fee of 
$20,000.00 and appropriates such amount from unencumbered general fund balance to pay such 
fee; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED that this resolution shall be attached to the original February 13, 2023 

resolution authorizing the Village’s participation in the creation of the Three Falls Local 
Development Corporation. 
 



VILLAGE OF TRUMANSBURG 
LYDIA GODFREY SEARS WOMENS’ HISTORY MONTH  

2023 PROCLAMATION 
 
WHEREAS, National Women’s History Month has been celebrated throughout the United States 
since 1987; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the 2023 Women’s History Month theme is “Celebrating Women Who Tell Our 
Stories”; and, 
 
WHEREAS, “Celebrating Women Who Tell Our Stories” recognizes women in every community, 
past and present, who devoted their lives and talents to reflect the human condition through the 
decades in all forms of media and storytelling, including art, music, print, radio, TV, stage, 
screen, blogs, podcasts, and more; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Lydia Godfrey Sears was a resident of the Village of Trumansburg from 1930 to 
1975, taking an active part in all things Trumansburg; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Lydia Godfrey Sears (1899-1978) made, documented, preserved and recorded the 
history of the Village of Trumansburg through re-establishing the Ulysses Philomathic Library 
(1935); founding a collection of historic clothing known as the “Costume Bureau;” serving as 
Regent, Chief Taughannock Chapter of Daughters of the American Revolution (1937-1939); 
teaching 3rd  grade at the Trumansburg Central School District (1946-1963); acting as the first 
female trustee of the First Presbyterian Church of Ulysses and writing its sesquicentennial history 
(1953); writing local history articles for the Trumansburg Free Press (1954-1963); serving as 
Village of Trumansburg Historian (1965-1975), and writing A History of Trumansburg 1792-1967, 
(privately published, 1968); and, 
 
WHEREAS, Trumansburg Rotary named Lydia Godfrey Sears “Outstanding Citizen of the Year” in 
1968; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Lydia Godfrey Sears loved Trumansburg’s natural beauty, meandering streets, and 
pioneers, writing “…most of all, I love Trumansburg for what it is today: the old and new 
blending, the pride in village appearance, the independent thinking, the gracious mixing of 
young people and old…a community sense of humor, of compassion, of tolerance that binds us 
together in understanding and devotion” (1965),  
 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Trumansburg Board of Trustees hereby 
proclaims March 2023 as “Lydia Godfrey Sears Women’s History Month” in the Village of 
Trumansburg; and be it 
 
RESOLVED FURTHER that residents of the Village of Trumansburg are encouraged to recognize 
the month of March with appropriate celebrations, commemorations, and events, and to 
preserve the histories of their female relatives and ancestors of the Village of Trumansburg by 
seeking and recording their stories, and collecting and depositing historical materials related to 
them in the Ulysses Historical Society Museum. 
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