
 
Regular Monthly Meeting 

VILLAGE OF TRUMANSBURG 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Agenda 
December 13, 2021 

7:00pm 
 
 

Members of the public may join the meeting via Zoom 
Meeting ID:   89726679850 

Call-in number:  (929)436-2866 
 

 

1. (7:00) CALL TO ORDER 
2. (7:00) CHANGES TO AGENDA 
3. (7:00) PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
4. (7:15)  REPRESENTATIVES 
5. (7:30) CONSIDERATION OF SEQR DETERMINATION AND 2021 DRAFT VILLAGE 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
6. (8:30) CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Meeting Minutes – 11/8/2021 
b. Abstract of Claims 

7. (8:35) BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 
a. MAYOR – Hart 

i. Thaler & Thaler Renewal 
ii. Annexation Conversation Update 

iii. ZBA Vacancy Reminder 
iv. Schedule State of the Village Meeting Date 
v. Recognition of Supervisor Zahler 

b. FIRE/TACC/ETC/CWIO – Giles 
i. Fire Radio MOU 

c. EMS/YOUTH/STAC – Carver  
d. DPW/WATER/SEWER/CPZR/Farmers Market – Darfler 
e. POLICE – Hannon  
f. TREASURER – Badalamenti 
g. CLERK – Morse 

i. BOE Election Letter 
ii. Tax Relevy 

8. (9:35) OLD BUSINESS 
9. (9:40) NEW BUSINESS 
10. (9:45) PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
11. (10:00) EXECUTIVE SESSION – Personnel 
12. (10:15)  ADJOURNMENT 

 

Meeting Materials and Information Available Online or in Hard Copy Upon Request 

 

 



PROPOSED WORKING DRAFT 
October 29, 2021 

 
RESOLUTIONS OF VILLAGE OF TRUMANSBURG BOARD OF TRUSTEES MAKING 

NEGATIVE DECLARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS, APPROVING 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF AND REFERRALS FROM COMPREHENSIVE PLAN COMMITTEE, 

AND FORMALLY ADOPTING 2021 VILLAGE OF TRUMANSBURG COMPREHESIVE PLAN 
  

WHEREAS, the Village Trumansburg Village Board of Trustees proposes to adopt amendments and 
updates to the Village of Trumansburg Comprehensive Plan to reflect conditions that have changed 
since 2008, and the entirety of the Comprehensive Plan has thus been restated into one and the same 
integrated whole document entitled “Trumansburg Comprehensive Plan, 2021” (hereafter the “Comp. 
Plan”); and 
 
WHEREAS, under the supervision of the Mayor, the Board of Trustees appointed a Comprehensive 
Plan and Zoning Revision (the “CPZR”) Committee to guide the process, and with the assistance of 
planning consultant EDR, the CPZR developed the Village of Trumansburg 2021 Comprehensive Plan, 
its amendments and updates, and the environmental documentation underlying the Comp. Plan and 
the environmental review thereof; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Comp. Plan includes an updated 20-year vision statement, goals, strategies, prioritized 
actions, resource maps, community survey results, updated demographic information, and 
recommendations for improved zoning and other land use regulations considering climate change, 
future growth and development, and these updates are needed to provide residents and local decision-
makers with the data and guidance they need to make informed decisions about the Village’s future; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, CPZR provided a copy of the draft Comp. Plan to the Village Board of Trustees in January, 
2021, the draft Comp. Plan was posted on the Village’s website in January 2021 to provide continuous 
access to the draft Comp. Plan for public review and comment, and the Board of Trustees carefully 
reviewed the January draft Comp. Plan over several months which resulted in revisions to the draft 
Comp. Plan; and  
 
WHEREAS, the CPZR properly noticed and held a public hearing at the Farmer’s Market on September 
20, 2021, to hear public comments on the draft Comp. Plan, and by resolution dated September 20, 2021 
the CPZR submitted their approved draft Comp. Plan to the Village Board of Trustees for review and 
consideration for adoption; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees held a virtual public information meeting to review the draft 
Comp. Plan and the comprehensive plan adoption process on July 26, 2021 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm, 
and the Village Board of Trustees further held an in-person public meeting for the public to review the 
draft Comp. Plan at the Farmer’s Market on August 17, 2021; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed Action under SEQRA is administrative in nature, involving the adoption of 
the Comprehensive Plan by the Board of Trustees, and the proposed action does not include the 
adoption of any local laws, zoning modifications, or amendments to other land use regulations, and 
the Village reviewed Part 1 of the FEAF and (i) deemed it complete and adequate on July 12, 2021, (ii) 



undertook to commence becoming the Lead Agency for environmental review, and (iii) classified the 
Action as a Type I Action per 6 NYCRR 617.4; and 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of 6 NYCRR Part 617, the Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Trumansburg gave notice that it intends to serve as Lead Agency for the SEQRA review of 
the Action, and served a copy of Part 1 of the FEAF to the Involved/Interested Agencies along with a 
notice of intent and request for comments relative to the Project, and no other agency has objected to 
the Village Board of Trustees being SEQRA Lead Agency, and more than 30 days has passes since such 
notice and information was provided such that the Village confirms and re-declares itself as lead 
agency for environmental review for this Action; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Village Board having commenced a coordinated SEQRA review, and having updated 
FEAF Part 1 and reviewed FEAF Parts 2 and 3, and having further scheduled a final public hearing to 
consider adoption of the Comp. Plan and to obtain further public comment and evidence upon the 
environmental review thereof; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to General Municipal Law section 239-l, et seq., the FEAF Part 1 and draft 
updated Comp. Plan were referred to the Tompkins County Department of Planning and 
Sustainability, and by response dated September 21, 2021 the county determined and recommended as 
follows:  
 
Natural Resources and Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
• We recommend expanding the Strategy on page 62 to read: “Update or establish regulations to 
improve natural resource protection including surface waters, woodland, wetlands, and 
floodplains, unique natural areas, and stream buffers.” This modification is recommended to help 
preserve and protect the distinct properties of the Frontenac Creek Glen UNA located in the 
Village of Trumansburg and to help preserve and protect water quality. 
 
Climate Change 
• We recommend broadening the Strategy on page 76 to read: “Encourage and incentivize energy 
conservation, the use of heat pumps for heating and cooling, and the use of alternative energy 
sources for homeowners, rental property owners, and businesses.” 
• We further recommend adding an Action (like the earlier Action for Village buildings) to 
“Require new buildings and encourage existing building owners to consider the use of alternative 
energy sources such as solar and wind energy generation systems.” 
 
; and  
 
WHEREAS, The Village has incorporated all of the official recommendations of the County and this 
resolution shall constitute the reply of the Village to County recommendations under the planning 
referral requirements of the GML section 239-m(6) and Village Law section 7-722(5)(b), and the Village 
specifically explains and replies to the County as follows:  
 
Natural Resources and Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
• We have expanded the Strategy on page 62 to read: “Update or establish regulations to improve 
natural resource protection including surface waters, woodland, wetlands, and floodplains, unique 
natural areas, and stream buffers.”  
 



Climate Change 
• We have broadened the Strategy on page 76 to read: “Encourage and incentivize energy conservation, 
the use of heat pumps for heating and cooling, and the use of alternative energy sources for 
homeowners, rental property owners, and businesses.” 
• We have added an Action to “Require new buildings and encourage existing building owners to 
consider the use of alternative energy sources such as solar and wind energy generation systems.” 
 
 
; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees held a public hearing on November 8, 2021 to hear comments 
from the public on the Comp. Plan, as well as its potential environmental impacts, and all members of 
the public wishing to speak and be heard, or wishing to submit documents and evidence, were allowed 
to so proceed, and the matters so presented or submitted have been or were duly considered, and the 
Village Board has now determined that it: (i) has complied with Article 7 of Village Law respecting all 
procedures; (ii) has or now will attend to all requirements of SEQRA; and (iii) has sufficient information 
to make the determinations of significance under SERQA and make a final decision respecting the 
Comp. Plan and its adoption; and 
 
WHEREAS, as Lead Agency the Village Board of Trustees considered and analyzed each of the 
potential identified impacts in relation to the question of whether such impacts were so probable of 
occurring or so significant as to require a positive declaration of environmental impact(s), and after 
weighing the actual and potential impacts arising from or in connection with this updated Comp. Plan, 
and after duly noting that the goals and priorities of the existing comprehensive plan were not changed 
in a wholesale manner, but updated to 2021, and no new or substantial re-ordering of resource 
priorities has here occurred, as also confirmed by the CPZR, such that, after also considering and 
weighing (i) the probability of each potential impact occurring, including weighing the speculative 
nature of some potential future contingencies and the potential non-speculative nature of others, (ii) 
the duration of each potential impact, (iii) the irreversibility of each potential impact, including a 
consideration of permanently lost resources of value, (iv) whether each potential impact can or will be 
controlled or mitigated by permitting, reviews, or other regulatory processes, (v) the regional 
consequence of the potential impacts, (vi) the potential for each impact to be or become inconsistent 
with the Village’s  master or comprehensive plans, both existing and as amended, as well as local needs 
and goals, and (vii) whether any known objections to the Plan relate to any of the identified potential 
environmental impacts, the Village Board found that these factors did not cause any potential negative 
environmental, or related social or resource impact to be or be likely to become a moderate or 
significant negative environmental impact, and upon a review and discussion of Part 2 of the FEAF on 
the record, and a consideration of the impacts relating to all areas of potential environmental concern, 
the Village Board has directed the confirmation and completion of FEAF Part 3, and the issuance of a 
negative declaration respecting this action; so  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY MEMBERS OF THE VILLAGE OF TRUMANSBURG 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES AS FOLLOWS:  
 
1. The Village Board of Trustees for the Village of Trumansburg be and hereby is again declared 
to be the Lead Agency. 
 



2. Based upon a thorough examination and analysis of the FEAF, and review of the SEQRA 
regulations at 6 NYCRR 617.7, and based upon input from other Involved and Interested Agencies, 
members of the public, and the Village Board’s knowledge of the area surrounding the Project, the 
Village Board has considered reasonably related long-term, short-term, direct, indirect and cumulative 
impacts, and while the Village recognizes that, over time, the implementation of recommended actions 
contained within the Comp. Plan are intended to create opportunities for housing, business, and 
protection of the environment and the protection and development of community character, the overall 
extent of future or potential impacts is uncertain until such time that specific actions are identified. 
Moreover, the Comp. Plan itself mitigates the likelihood of future moderate or large impacts by 
providing this guidance respecting development and future rules and codes, and by promoting full 
administrative and environmental reviews respecting approvals and the built environment. Thus, to 
illustrate and further document this analysis, the Village Board makes additional specific findings with 
respect to SEQRA supporting these mitigating and future mitigative conclusions: 
 

a. Impact on Land: The updated Comprehensive Plan establishes goals for future land use and 
business development that respects the quality of life in Trumansburg. These goals can be 
achieved through review and updating local land use regulations including the Village Zoning 
Ordinance. As a relatively built-out community, future development will occur as infill 
development on vacant and underutilized properties in already developed neighborhoods as 
well as new development on undeveloped buildable parcels. When specific actions or site-
specific projects are proposed by either public or private sector sponsors, review in compliance 
with State and Village Environmental Quality Review processes will be required. 
 

b. Impact on Geological Features: The proposed action is not anticipated to result in the 
modification or destruction of, or inhibit access to, any unique or unusual geology and land 
forms. 
 

c. Impacts on Surface Water: The updated Comprehensive Plan establishes goals and strategies 
that discourage future development from encroaching upon surface waters or otherwise 
adversely affecting wetlands or other surface water bodies. The updated Comprehensive Plan 
establishes strategies and actions to improve stormwater management, drainage, and erosion 
and sediment control.  
 

d. Impact on Groundwater: The proposed action is not anticipated to result in significant new or 
additional use of groundwater or have the potential to introduce contaminants to groundwater 
resources or an aquifer. Surficial aquifers exist to the west-southwest of the Village in Ulysses. 
 

e. Impact on Flooding: The proposed action is not anticipated to result in development on lands 
subject to flooding. 
 

f. Impact on Air: The adoption of the updated Comprehensive Plan will not adversely affect air 
quality or include state regulated air emission sources. 
 

g. Impact on Plants and Animals: The adoption of the updated Comprehensive Plan will not 
adversely affect natural resources including plants and animals. 
 



h. Impact on Agricultural Resources: The updated Comprehensive Plan does not recommend or 
create conditions that might adversely affect agriculture or otherwise encourage the 
development of agricultural properties.  
 

i. Impact on Aesthetic Resources: Adoption of the updated Comprehensive Plan is not anticipated 
to adversely affect aesthetic resources.  
 

j. Impact on Historic and Archeological Resources: The proposed action is not anticipated to 
adversely affect historic and archeological resources. 
 

k. Impact on Open Space and Recreation: The proposed action is not anticipated to result in a loss 
of recreational opportunities or a reduction of open space resources.  
 

l. Impact on Critical Environmental Areas: The proposed action will not adversely affect 
established Critical Environmental Areas.  
 

m. Impact on Transportation: Adoption of the updated Comprehensive Plan will not result in 
adverse impacts on transportation. 
 

n. Impact on Energy: The proposed action is not anticipated to cause an increase in the use of any 
form of energy.  
 

o. Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light: The proposed action is not anticipated to result in noise, odor 
or outdoor lighting.  
 

p. Impact on Human Health: The updated Comprehensive Plan is not anticipated to have an 
adverse impact on human health for example, from exposure to new or existing sources of 
contaminants.  
 

q. Consistency with Community Plans: The proposed action is consistent with the 
recommendations of the Village’s 2008 Comprehensive Plan that recommends periodic review 
and updating of the plan.  
 

r. Consistency with Community Character: The updated Comprehensive Plan is consistent with 
existing community character and intended to maintain and enhance community character and 
aesthetics with, for example, recommendations to establish up to date commercial design and 
development guidelines and standards.  

 
3. Therefore, the Village Board, in accord with Article 8 of the New York State Environmental 
Conservation Law and SEQRA regulations promulgated thereunder, and based upon (i) its thorough 
review of the FEAF, and any and all other documents prepared and submitted with respect to this 
proposed action and its environmental review and the comments, findings, and analyses therein and 
based thereupon, (ii) its thorough review of the potential relevant areas of environmental concern to 
determine if the proposed action may have any moderate or significant adverse impact on the 
environment, including, but not limited to, the criteria identified in 6 NYCRR § 617.7(c), and (iii) its 
completion of the FEAF, including the findings noted therein, which findings are incorporated herein 
as if set forth at length, finds that the proposed action of approving the 2021 updated Village of 
Trumansburg  Comprehensive Plan will not individually or cumulatively have any moderate or 



significant negative environmental consequences or impacts, and the Village Board therefore hereby 
makes and declares a negative determination of environmental significance (a “Negative Declaration”) 
in accordance with SEQRA for the above referenced proposed action, and determines that an 
Environmental Impact Statement is therefore not required. 
 
4. A responsible officer of the Village Board be and is hereby authorized and directed to complete 
and sign the determination of significance, confirming the foregoing Negative Declaration, which fully 
completed and signed FEAF, findings statement, and determination of significance shall be 
incorporated by reference herein, and the Village Clerk is directed to file copies hereof in the official 
records of the Village, and to deliver or file a copy of this Resolution and Negative Declaration with (i) 
all Involved and Interested Agencies, and (iii) any person requesting a copy, and (iii) County Planning 
per Village Law section 7-722(12); and the Village Clerk be further directed to (iv) complete and file a 
summary and notice hereof with NYSDEC for publication in the Environmental Notice Bulletin (ENB), 
by sending such notice, in forms required by the DEC, to the ENB at 625 Broadway, Rm. 538, Albany, 
NY 12233-1750 (or via delivery to the ENB electronically at www.dec.state.ny.us, as required by 6 
NYCRR § 617.12).  
 
5. Based upon a thorough examination and review of the draft Comprehensive Comp. Plan by the 
CPZR, the Village Board of Trustees, the Village Planning Board, and the Tompkins County Planning 
Department, as well the feedback and input of Village residents, the Village Board of Trustees for the 
Village of Trumansburg hereby approves and adopts the Village of Trumansburg Comprehensive Plan 
dated November 8, 2021. 
 
6. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 



 
  
 

VILLAGE OF TRUMANSBURG 
Regular Board Meeting 

November 8th, 2021 
7:00pm 

 
 
 

Date:    November 8, 2021 
Time:  7:03pm to 10:35pm 
Location:   Meeting held In Person w/Remote 
   Zoom option 
 

            Recording available at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wO92WnbXNLY 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   Mayor Rordan Hart, Trustees Ben Darfler, Jessica Giles, and Keith 
Hannon.  Deputy Mayor Ben Carver arrived at 7:24 PM. 
OFFICERS PRESENT: Treasurer Vicki Badalamenti and Village Clerk Tammy Morse 

 Mayor Hart called the Meeting to order at 7:03 pm 
 DECISIONS 
MOTIONS MOVED SECOND VOTE 

    Carver Darfler Hannon Hart Giles 

A MOTION by Trustee Darfler to Open 
the Public Hearing on the Draft 2021 
Village of Trumansburg Comprehensive 
Plan and the Full Environmental 
Assessment Form Parts I & II was 
Seconded by Trustee Giles 
 
Comments heard by the following  
Village Residents: 
Sarah Adams 
Jerry Kraus 
 

Darfler Giles Absent Aye Aye Aye Aye 

A MOTION by Trustee Darfler to Close the 
Public Hearing on the Draft 2021 Village of 
Trumansburg Comprehensive Plan was 
Seconded by Trustee Giles. 

Darfler Giles Absent Aye Aye Aye Aye 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
Is the existing storm water study 
available online? 

Trustee Darfler will 
add to webpage this 

week 

     

Reports by Representatives: 
Anne Koreman, TC Legislature 
Mary Bouchard, Town of Ulysses 
 

No Action Taken      

A MOTION by Trustee Giles to accept 
the Consent Agenda as Proposed 
including the approval of the minutes 
from the September 13th, 2021 and 
October 18th, 2021 and the Abstract #6 
including the following expenditures: 
General-: $239,701.71 
EMS-$18,540.32 
Water-$22,327.15 
Sewer-$13,155.68  
T&A-$27,966.32 
Was Seconded by Trustee Hannon. 

Giles Hannon      

Mayor Hart publicly Thanked All U.S. 
Veterans for their service. 

No Action Taken      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wO92WnbXNLY


 
 DECISIONS 
MOTIONS MOVED SECOND VOTE 
Mayor Hart acknowledged the 
resignation of Zoning Board of Appeals 
Member Scott Sheavly effective 
12/31/2021. Thank you, Scott, for your 
many years serving on the ZBA! 
 
New Member needed to fill vacancy. 

No Action Taken      

A MOTION by Mayor Hart to adopt the 
following EMS Task Force Resolution 
was Seconded by Deputy Mayor Carver 
 

WHEREAS, the Village of 
Trumansburg Board of Trustees recognizes 
that ambulance services provide critical 
emergency health care, particularly in rural 
communities; and, 

WHEREAS, the Village of 
Trumansburg Board of Trustees 
understands that rural ambulance 
departments are under unprecedented 
financial stress which is causing many rural 
services to close which forces others to 
take on ever-larger service areas, which 
negatively impacts response times and the 
overall service provided to residents; and, 

WHEREAS, these pressures on the 
availability of ambulance services creates 
issues with the equitable distribution of 
emergency healthcare that 
disproportionately affects low income and 
disadvantaged communities in remote 
areas of NY State; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Village of 
Trumansburg EMS Department budget has 
increase by more than 40% in the past five 
years, causing a regressive tax burden on 
low-income households; and, 

WHEREAS, the foregoing issues are 
shared by rural municipalities and 
EMS/ambulance departments throughout 
New York State; NOW 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that 
the Village of Trumansburg requests that 
the Honorable Kathy Hochul, Governor of 
the State of New York, sign pending 
legislation establishing the New York State 
Rural Ambulance Task Force, Senate Bill 
S3503C; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a 
copy of this resolution, accompanied by a 
letter from the Village, be sent to Governor 
Hochul, Senator Hinchey, Senator Helming, 

Hart Carver      



 
 DECISIONS 
MOTIONS MOVED SECOND VOTE 
Senator Oberacker, Senator O’Mara and 
Assemblymember Kelles. 

 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
A MOTION by Trustee Darfler to 
adopt the following Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Towns of 
Covert and Ulysses was Seconded by 
Deputy Mayor Carver. 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING (“Memo”) is 
made effective the __ day of November 
2021 by and among the Town of Covert 
in the County of Seneca, the Town of 
Ulysses in the County of Tompkins, and 
the Village of Trumansburg in the 
County of Tompkins, each being a 
municipal corporation under the laws of 
the State of New York, each being a 
“Participating Municipality” and 
collectively the “Municipalities”. 

This Memo is intended to foster 
and facilitate cooperation among the 
Municipalities with the purpose of 
finding means to preserve for public use 
and enjoyment all or a portion of the 
Boy Scout Camp Barton (“Barton”), 
located in the Town of Covert and 
County of Seneca, which is owned by 
Baden-Powell Council, Boy Scouts of 
America. 

Entire Resolution on file in the Village Clerk’s 
Office 

Darfler Carver      

2021 Draft Comprehensive Plan SEQRA 
Discussion. 

No Action Taken      

Stretch Code Discussion:  Tabled No Action Taken      
Sister City International:  No Action Taken      
A MOTION at by Trustee Darfler to 
enter into Executive Session to discuss 
Personnel matters was Seconded by 
Trustee Hannon. 

Darfler Hannon Absent Aye Aye Aye Aye 

A MOTION by Trustee Giles to return to 
Open Session was Seconded by 
Trustee Darfler 

  Absent Aye Aye Aye Aye 

A MOTION by Trustee Darfler to 
Adjourn the meeting was Seconded by 
Trustee Hannon 

  Absent Aye Aye Aye Aye 

 



 
Mayor Hart adjourned the meeting at  10:35pm. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Tammy J. Morse 
Village Clerk 







































 

WHEREAS, Nancy Zahler has worked tirelessly in service to the public good and the greater 
Trumansburg and Ulysses community throughout her professional career; and, 

WHEREAS, Nancy has always served the best interests of her community both through her 
career choices and through volunteer service with the Christmas Bureau and many other 
organizations; and, 

WHEREAS, Nancy joined the Town of Ulysses Board in 2012 and immediately began to make a 
meaningful and positive impact as a liaison to the Village, the Trumansburg/Ulysses Youth 
Commission, and Village Fire and EMS Departments; and, 

WHEREAS, Nancy has consistently been both a trusted colleague and respectful challenger 
while working on many Village and Town issues over the years; and, 

WHEREAS, through her leadership, tireless work ethic, and dedication, Nancy has been 
instrumental in ushering in a new era of Town and Village cooperation that persists to this day; 
and, 

WHEREAS, as a Councilperson, Deputy Supervisor, and Supervisor for the Town of Ulysses, 
Nancy has led with dedication and devotion to the public good at every turn;  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Trumansburg Board of Trustees 
hereby recognizes and applauds the many contributions that Nancy has made to our community 
and local governments, and expresses our sincere appreciation and thanks for her service to our 
community, and for her unwavering care and dedication over the course of many years in the 
varied roles and offices she has held.  
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2021 ASSISTANCE TO FIRE FIGHTERS GRANT PROGRAM 
REGIONAL GRANT APPLICATION 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) 
 
This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is being executed by the following listed 
participating agencies (hereafter “participating agencies”): 
  
Enfield Volunteer Fire Company Inc. 
Trumansburg Fire Department 
City of Ithaca Fire Department 
 
Nothing in this MOU should be construed as limiting or impeding the basic spirit of 
cooperation which exists between the participating agencies, listed above. 
 

WHEREAS, the participating agencies have formed a working committee and 
developed a course of action to achieve the goals and objectives of the Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant Program (AFG); and 
 

WHEREAS, the participating agencies have been identified as eligible jurisdictions 
able to collectively implement the objectives and goals of the AFG grant program; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Enfield Volunteer Fire Company Inc. (Enfield) has been selected through 
this MOU to be the host agency to file a regional AFG grant application (the “Application”) 
on behalf of the participating agencies, and 
 

WHEREAS, Enfield has been selected through this MOU to administer the 2021 
regional AFG grant program award and agrees to be the host agency responsible for 
administration of the grant including asset accountability and reporting requirements for 
those assets acquired under the AFG regional application in the event of approval; and 

 
WHEREAS, Enfield agrees to serve as host agent for the procurement and 

disbursement of all equipment received under AFG grant program award in the event of 
approval; and 
 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual terms, conditions, promises, and 
covenants hereinafter set forth, the participating agencies agree as follows: 
 

 
PURPOSE 

This MOU establishes the relationship between the participating agencies for participation in 
a Regional 2021 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program (AFG) grant award in the event 
of approval of the Application.  
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PROCEDURES 
1. The Enfield Volunteer Fire Company (Enfield) will serve as the host agency to submit a 

regional 2021 AFG grant program application and serve as grant administrator for the 
participating agencies in the event of approval.   
 

2. Pursuant to the AFG program guidelines, all items approved under the Application will 
be procured and administered through Enfield in the event of approval of the 
Application. 

 
3. Enfield agrees, as host agency, to provide accountability for the assets acquired under 

the regional AFG grant award and provide reporting requirement deliverables. As such, 
participating agencies agree to provide Enfield with this information on a timely basis to 
remain in compliance with the requirements of the grant. 

 
4. The participating agencies agree to accept the 2021 regional AFG grant program award 

and accept their respective items as listed in the AFG grant application in the event of 
approval. 

 
5. The participating agencies agree to provide the required cash match in the amount of 

10% of the total cost of their requested items as detailed in the grant application as 
required under the regional AFG Grant Program guidelines. The required match shall be 
paid by the participating agencies upon receipt of an invoice from Enfield, in advance of 
equipment procurement. 
 

6. In the event of a reduced award, the participating agencies agree to accept this reduced 
amount and provide a 10% cash match on the total reduced award amount of their 
approved items. 

 
7. Any expenditure beyond the grant award for an agency’s approved item(s) remain the 

sole responsibility of that agency. 
 

8. The participating agencies agree to allow Enfield to procure and distribute their 
respective assets if awarded under the regional AFG grant program. 

 
9. The participating agencies agree to participate in cooperative training on all equipment 

procured under this grant award as appropriate. As host agency, training will be 
coordinated through Enfield. 

 
10. The participating agencies agree to maintain/repair all items awarded to them under the 

Application in accordance with the manufacturer’s warranty, and to replace the 
equipment if it becomes inoperable for a period of three years after official closeout of 
the grant agreement. 

 
11. The participating agencies agree to promptly provide any additional documentation to 

Enfield as requested, that may be necessary in connection with the grant. 
 

12. Participating agencies agree to promptly return any equipment or deliverables that are 
received in error to Enfield. 
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13. The grant award to each agency is as follows: 
 

EQUIPMENT portables 
Enfield 22 
Trumansburg 32 
Ithaca 63 

 
 

TERM AND TERMINATION 
This MOU shall be effective on the date of last signature of the participating agencies herein 
and shall continue in full force and effect for a period of five years after official closeout of 
the grant agreement. 
 

GUIDELINES 
In performing its duties, responsibilities and obligations pursuant to this Agreement, each 
participating agency agrees to adhere to the requirement standards set forth in the AFG 
grant program guidance and Federal OMB Circular A-133 as applicable. 

 
RECORDS 

1. Each participating agency understands that any and all records created as a result of 
participating in this federal grant program may be subject to the public disclosure 
pursuant to the Public Records Statute and shall be responsible for compliance with any 
public records request served upon it and any resultant award of attorney’s fees for 
noncompliance.  

 
2. Each participating agency shall maintain its own respective records and documents 

associated with this MOU sufficient to demonstrate compliance with the terms of this 
agreement for a period of five years from the close-out date of the agreement, and shall 
allow Enfield and the District of Homeland Security access to such records upon 
request. 

EXECUTION 
This agreement may be executed in counterparts each of which shall be deemed an original 
and all of which together shall be considered one and the same agreement. 
 

INSURANCE OR SELF-INSURANCE 
Each participating agency, at its sole cost and expense, shall carry insurance, or self-insure, 
its activities in connection with this MOU, and obtain, keep in force and maintain, insurance 
or equivalent programs of self-insurance, for general liability, professional liability, workers 
compensation, and business automobile liability adequate to cover its potential liabilities 
hereunder. Each participating agency agrees to provide the other forty-five (45) days' 
advance written notice of any cancellation, termination or lapse of any of the insurance or 
self-insurance coverage. 
 

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR   
This MOU does not create an employee/employer relationship between the parties.  It is the 
intent of the parties that each participating agency is an independent contractor, and each 
participating agency shall assume responsibility for all personnel costs for its respective 
employees, including but not limited to, the application of the Fair Labor Standards Act 
minimum wage and overtime payments, Federal Insurance Contribution Act, the Social 
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Security Act, the Federal Unemployment Tax Act, the provisions of the Internal Revenue 
Code, the State Workers Compensation Act, and the State unemployment insurance law.   
 

INDEMNIFICATION 
Each participating agency shall be separately liable and responsible for the actions of their 
respective officers, agents and employees in the performance of their respective obligations 
under the MOU. 
  
To the extent permitted by law, each participating agency shall indemnify, defend, and hold 
Enfield, its officials, agents, servants and employees, harmless from any and all liability, 
actions, causes of action, suits, trespasses, damages, judgments, executions, claims and 
demands of any kind whatsoever, in law or in equity, which results from or arises out of the 
negligent acts or omissions of the participating agency or its employees, and the 
participating agency shall indemnify Enfield, its officials, agents, servants and employees, 
for damages, judgments, claims, costs, expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees, 
which Enfield, its officials, agents, servants and employees, might suffer in connection with 
or as a result of the negligent acts of the participating agency or its employees. For 
purposes of this provision, the participating agency’s employees shall not be deemed 
agents or servants of Enfield and Enfield’s employees shall not be deemed agents or 
servants of the participating agency. The participating agency will at all times be entitled to 
the benefits of sovereign immunity as provided in New York Statutes. Nothing contained in 
the Agreement shall be construed as a waiver of sovereign immunity. 
  
To the extent permitted by law, Enfield shall indemnify, defend, and hold participating 
agency, its officials, agents, servants and employees, harmless from any and all liability, 
actions, causes of action, suits, trespasses, damages, judgments, executions, claims and 
demands of any kind whatsoever, in law or in equity, which results from or arises out of the 
negligent acts or omissions of Enfield or its employees and Enfield shall indemnify 
participating agency, its officials, agents, servants and employees, for damages, judgments, 
claims, costs, expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees, which participating agency, 
its officials, agents, servants and employees, might suffer in connection with or as a result 
of the negligent acts of the Enfield or its employees. For purposes of this provision, Enfield 
employees shall not be deemed agents or servants of participating agency and participating 
agency’s employees shall not be deemed agents or servants of Enfield. Enfield will at all 
times be entitled to the benefits of sovereign immunity as provided in New York Statutes. 
Nothing contained in the Agreement shall be construed as a waiver of sovereign immunity. 
 
 
  



5 
 

GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY 
Each participating agency is a municipal corporation existing under the laws of the state of 
New York. Each agrees to be fully responsible for acts and omissions of their agents or 
employees to the extent permitted by law. Nothing herein is intended to serve as a waiver of 
sovereign immunity by any party to which sovereign immunity may be applicable.  Nothing 
herein shall be construed as consent by a political subdivision of the state of New York to 
be sued by third parties in any matter arising out of this Agreement or any other contract. 
 

NOTICES 
 
Any and all notices given or required under this Agreement shall be in writing and may be 
delivered in person or by United States mail, postage prepaid, first class, and certified return 
receipt requested, addressed as follows: 
 
TO:  

ENFIELD VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY INC. 
Fire Chief 

 172 Enfield Main Rd. 
 Ithaca, New York 14850  
  
or to such other address as any party may designate by notice complying with the terms of 
this Section. Each such notice shall be deemed delivered on the date delivered if by 
personal delivery of overnight courier; on the date upon which the return receipt is signed or 
delivery is refused or the notice is designated by the postal authorities as not deliverable, as 
the case may be if mailed. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

1. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS 
The participating agencies shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, codes, 
ordinances, rules, and regulations which may be applicable in performing its duties, 
responsibilities, and obligations pursuant to this MOU. 
 

2. JOINT PREPARATION 
The participating agencies acknowledge that they have sought and received whatever 
competent advice and counsel as was necessary for them to form a full and complete 
understanding of all rights and obligations herein and that the preparation of this MOU has 
been their joint effort. The language agreed to expresses their mutual intent and the 
resulting document shall not, solely as a matter of judicial construction, be construed more 
severely against one of the parties than the other. 
 

3. APPLICABLE LAW AND VENUE 
This MOU shall be interpreted and construed in accordance with and governed by the laws 
of the State of New York. Venue in any proceeding or action among the parties arising out 
of this MOU shall be in Tompkins County, New York. 
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4. INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE 

The truth and accuracy of each "Whereas" clause set forth above is acknowledged by the 
participating agencies. 
 

5. ENTIRE AGREEMENT 
This MOU contains the entire understanding of the participating agencies relating to the 
subject matter hereof superseding all prior communications between the parties whether 
oral or written. This MOU may not be altered, amended, modified, or otherwise changed nor 
may any of the terms hereof be waived, except by written instrument executed by the 
participating agencies. The failure of a participating agency to seek redress for violation of 
or to insist on strict performance of any of the covenants of this MOU shall not be construed 
as a waiver or relinquishment for the future of any covenant, term, condition or election but 
the same shall continue and remain in full force and affect. 

 

6. SEVERABILITY 
Should any part, term or provision of this Agreement be by the courts decided to be invalid, 
illegal or in conflict with any law of this State, the validity of the remaining portions or 
provisions shall not be affected thereby. 
 

7. UNCONTROLLABLE FORCES 
Participating agencies shall not be considered to be in default of this MOU if delays in or 
failure of performance shall be due to Uncontrollable Forces, the effect of which, by the 
exercise of reasonable diligence, the non-performing party could not avoid. The term 
"Uncontrollable Forces" shall mean any event which results in the prevention or delay of 
performance by a party of its obligations under this MOU and which is beyond the 
reasonable control of the nonperforming party. It includes, but is not limited to fire, flood, 
earthquakes, storms, lightning, epidemic, war, riot, civil disturbance, sabotage, and 
governmental actions. 

 
Neither party shall, however, be excused from performance if nonperformance is due to 
forces, which are preventable, removable, or remediable, and which the nonperforming 
party could have, with the exercise of reasonable diligence, prevented, removed, or 
remedied with reasonable dispatch. The nonperforming party shall, within a reasonable time 
of being prevented or delayed from performance by an uncontrollable force, give written 
notice to the other party describing the circumstances and uncontrollable forces preventing 
continued performance of the obligations of this Agreement. 
 

8. ASSIGNMENT 
Participating agencies shall not assign or transfer its rights, title or interests in the MOU. 

 
9. SIGNATORY AUTHORITY 

Each participating agency shall supply Enfield with copies of requisite documentation 
evidencing that the signatory for the participating agency has the authority to enter into this 
MOU. 
 

10. NO THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARIES. 
The participating agencies expressly acknowledge that it is not their intent to create or 
confer any rights or obligations in or upon any third person or entity under this MOU.  None 
of the parties intend to directly or substantially benefit a third party by this MOU.  The 
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parties agree that there are no third party beneficiaries to this MOU and that no third party 
shall be entitled to assert a claim against any of the parties based upon this MOU.  Nothing 
herein shall be construed as consent by an agency or political subdivision of the State of 
New York to be sued by third parties in any matter arising out of any contract. 

 
11. CAPTIONS 

The captions, section designations, section numbers, article numbers, titles and headings 
appearing in this MOU are inserted only as a matter of convenience, have no substantive 
meaning, and in no way define, limit, construe or describe the scope or intent of such 
articles or sections of this MOU, nor in any way effect this MOU and shall not be construed 
to create a conflict with the provisions of this MOU. 
 

12. AMENDMENTS 
No modification, amendment, or alteration in the terms or conditions contained herein shall 
be effective unless contained in a written document prepared with the same or similar 
formality as this MOU and executed by each party hereto. 
 

13. NO GRANT OF AGENCY 
Except as the participating agencies may specify in writing, no participating agency shall 
have authority, expressed or implied, to act on behalf of the other participating agencies in 
any capacity whatsoever as an agent. No participating agency shall have any authority, 
express or implied, pursuant to this MOU, to bind the other participating agency to any 
obligation whatsoever. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the participating agencies execute this instrument on the 
date(s) shown below: 
 
Enfield Volunteer Fire Company Inc.   EIN # 16-1334367 
 
 
_____________________________   Date: __________________ 
Authorized Representative 
 
Trumansburg Fire Department    EIN # 15-6001389 
 
 
_____________________________   Date: __________________ 
Authorized Representative 
  
City of Ithaca Fire Department    EIN # 15-6000407 
 
 
_____________________________   Date: __________________ 
Authorized Representative 
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