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Agenda
7:15-7:45: Presentation
• Purpose and Benefits of Comprehensive Planning

• Comprehensive Planning and Local Land Use Regulations

• Comprehensive Plan Process in Trumansburg

• Q&A Session

• Next Steps

7:45-8:30: Open House - We want to hear from you!
• Review of data and maps

• Input on current challenges and future opportunities for Trumansburg

• Input on general topics related to comprehensive plan



Why Update the Comprehensive Plan?

Assess current conditions

+

Revisit and revise the community-wide vision

+

Develop new action steps for achieving that vision



• To leverage funding

• Improves chances for grants & loans

• Demonstrates “Project Readiness” 

• More predictability and transparency around community 
supported projects and economic growth

Funding Sources

⮚Federal & NYS 
grant programs

⮚Gifts

⮚Corporations

⮚Not-for-Profits

⮚Tax revenues

⮚Bonding

Benefits of an Updated Comprehensive Plan



• It should address challenges and opportunities for orderly growth, 
providing continued guidance for decision-making 

• It should provide a sound basis for village-wide policies for:
• Sustainable economic growth and development

• Preservation of important natural resources such as open space

• Identification of community needs and capital improvements

• Recommending new or amended local land use laws

What should the Comprehensive Plan address



Typical Plan Structure

• Inventory & assessment of existing conditions: Collection and 
assessment of relevant information on demographic, environmental, 
historic, economic, cultural, and fiscal resources

• Vision: Expression of broad vision for the future 

• Goals: Development of goals to implement the vision

• Recommendations: Immediate and long-range protection, enhancement, 
growth, and development policies and regulations



Typical Plan Structure
Vision: Expression of goals 

• Vision is what you want to be…it is future oriented

Goals: Recommended actions to achieve those goals

• Goals should represent the policies you want to support the vision

Recommended Strategies and Actions:

Game plan: What you need to do to achieve your vision

Measurable: Action step that can be measured to determine progress

Accountability: Bite size, achievable steps that lead to the end result



Project Timeline and Public Engagement

Opportunities for public participation throughout the 
process

We are here!



Past  

Present 

Future

Topics Considered



Zoning is a Local Land Use Regulation

• Local zoning laws establish in the community zoning “districts” and 
specify the land uses, density, and building dimensions permitted in 
each zone. 

• Zoning regulations need to align with the Comprehensive Plan.

• Typical “use-based” zoning regulations are primarily focused on “uses” 
allowed in each zoning district.

• Contemporary “form-based” zoning regulations are primarily focused on 
the “forms” allowed and places much more emphasis on “character of 
place”.



Other Tools for Managing Local Land Development

Land development regulations are not confined to zoning provisions. 

They may also include regulations that protect trees, slopes, wetlands, 
historic districts, and viewsheds. In addition, they may include regulations 
that govern the subdivision of land and development of individual sites. 

• Site plan  (currently in place)

• Subdivision (currently in place)

• Special use permits (currently in place)

• Design guidelines (currently in place, but only in Commercial District)

• Development standards (NOT currently in place)

• Open space protection (currently in place within Stream Buffer Overlay)

• Stormwater management (following State requirements only)



Village of Trumansburg 
Comprehensive Planning Process

1. Public involvement

2. Vision

3. Inventory and analysis

4. Development of goals, recommendations, and action steps (the 
“Plan”) 

5. Village of Trumansburg plan adoption

6. Implementation & evaluation



Next steps for Comprehensive Plan

1. Finalizing vision statement

2. Draft of Existing Conditions

3. Draft goals/objectives/implementation steps

4. Public Meeting #2 – March 2020 (tentatively)

5. Draft documents for review on project website

6. Final plan with public hearing and adoption



• Village Environmental Quality Review 
• Public hearing and assessment of environmental impact of 

the Plan
• Review by Village Board, per local law of the Village of 

Trumansburg pursuant to Section 8-0113 of the New York 
Environmental Conservation Law (ECL) 

• Review by County Planning Board, per GMU §239(m)

• Adoption by Village Board of Trustees

Trumansburg Comprehensive Plan Adoption 



Overview of Existing Conditions



Draft Vision Statement
Trumansburg, NY, in the heart of the Finger Lakes, is a safe, friendly, and energetic community 
that values its rich history, picturesque natural settings, attractive neighborhoods, surrounding 

rural areas, and local businesses. 

We as a community envision a future Village that: 

• Offers ample and diverse opportunities for employment, education, and housing.

• Encourages social interaction and community engagement in all aspects of Village life by people 
of all age groups, income levels, and cultural backgrounds.

• Protects and promotes our small-town atmosphere with distinctive neighborhoods, downtown 
businesses and institutions.

• Supports entrepreneurs and local businesses that provide services to residents and visitors

• Advances environmental and economic sustainability by encouraging moderate population 
growth while protecting open space and natural resources.

• Is guided by a transparent, responsive, and fiscally responsible Village government committed 
to public service.



We need your input! 



Questions?

Let us know your thoughts and keep in touch! 

1. Leave your comments today following this presentation. 

2. Sign up to be notified of the second public meeting. Date TBD.

3. Visit our website: trumansburg-ny.gov/zoning-revision-committee

4. Take our mini-survey:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/TburgCompPlanSurvey

https://trumansburg-ny.gov/zoning-revision-committee/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TburgCompPlanSurvey
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Village of Trumansburg 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE  

 

Public Meeting 1 

Trumansburg Fire Station 

November 21th, 2019 

7:00 PM- 8:30 PM 

 

Total attendance: 66 Community Members in total (includes Trumansburg Committee 

Members and EDR Team) 

Village of Trumansburg: Mayor Rordan Hart and CPZR Committee members: Ben Darfler, Steph 

Bailey, David Breeden, Kathy Klemperer, Tom Pepe, Tom Myers, Scott Sheavly, and Jack Katz 

EDR Team:  Erica Tauzer,  Kyle Hatch, Walt Kalina, Jane Rice 

The Public Meeting began at 7: 00 PM and ended at 8:30 PM. The meeting was open house 

style with interactive boards presented in stations overviewing community demographics, land 

use plans, and feedback solicitation on the draft vision statement, and on overall strengths, 

limitations, opportunities, and challenges facing the community of Trumans burg.    

General Comments: 

Comment 1 

Strengths: Close knit families and community members 

Limitations: Recreational facilities and coordinated programs we have numerous youth 

programs but they each exist on their own efforts. 

Challenges: Employment 

Comment 2 

Strengths: natural features- views to lake, waterfalls, woodlands, stream systems 

Limitations: Outdated and difficult to navigate zoning by law, uncoordinated streetscape 

Opportunities: Black diamond trail, proximity to fairgrounds 

Challenges: Too much asphalt 
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Additional Comments:  Signage- disorganized, random, Public Engagement- Note volunteerism, 

create a “there” here (See Watkins Glen Waterfront blog), bury utility lines. 

Comment 3 

Strengths: Schools, Trumansburg conservatory of Fine Arts, Community Chorus, Farmers Market 

Limitations: Transportation for residents who do not drive 

Opportunities: Split level house design is how over 50 years old Penn Ave could apply for historic 

district designation! 

Challenges: Rebuilding neighborliness after Crescent Way is built- lots of bitterness in nearby 

areas 

Additional Comments:  In the absence of a Village stormwater law, does the Town’s apply to the 

Village? Tompkins County Water Resources Council developed model stormwater laws for 

municipalities (before 2010) - Water Resources Council (WRC) admin. provided by County 

Planning. 

When you expand on first bullet of vision statement, please include housing for handicapped 

citizens.  

Board Comments: 

Board 2: Geographic Overview 

• Access to residence w/ commercial between Congress and Prospect Street.  

Board 3: Population Profile 

• What about retirees? Households and employment 

Board 5: My Trumansburg Map 

• The “open” space at corner Bradley and Seneca Street and Old Main should have sign 

“public open space” 

• Open red space? 

o Why isn’t this area in the Village? Reduce Speed limit 

• Side walks 

• Future land use plan to plan housing lots 

Board 6: Where are we now? 

Strengths 

• Fire department and EMS (x2) 

• Old residential streets 

• Quiet 
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• Great library! 

o Ditto! 

• Invested community members 

• Character of the Village 

• Businesses and Services 

• Wonderful quiet village, great school 

• Great school! 

• Beautiful homes, vegetation, architecture, friendly and safe! 

• Public transportation is great. Many TCAT spots 

• The immediate welcoming of new residents. Welcoming and friendly 

• A walkable community that fosters connection and a sense of belonging 

Limitations 

• Truck noise and maintaining a quiet village 

• No good nature trails for runners and dog walkers 

• Agree with greater survey of residents 

• Why aren’t we doing another survey of Trumansburg residents? Shouldn’t we make sure 

we are properly represented? 

• Bedroom community people leave to go to work (jobs)- hard on local businesses to keep 

people walking in the door…  

• Speed limit is dangerous on the north side on Rt 96, should be 30mph!!! Talk about 

noise! 

Opportunities 

• Improve sidewalks in residential areas 

• Artist rich and lots of music- a vibrancy of culture. Connect the artists. 

• Zoning for incremental development opportunities! 

• Walkability- sidewalks, connectivity, people active, main street, etc. More interaction on 

Main Street.  

• Not enough employment opportunities 

• Businesses geared towards both local use year-round and seasonal tourism.  

Challenges 

• Aging trees- no plan to replace them. Danger of falling limbs in wind storm 

o  I agree 

• Should not be AirBnB in Village or better regulation 

• Need Street Trees 

o  Agreed 

• Drainage Plan 
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• How to keep old historic homes in good condition since they are a strength 

• Bad sidewalks, can not walk a stroller anywhere 

o  Agreed 

• How to bring in more tourist dollars? 

• Walking in the village is challenging due to sidewalks 

o Ditto 

• Judgement regarding low income housing 

Board 7: Draft Vision Statement 

• Encourage non-white residents, make it open, and embracing of brown/black neighbors 

• I think it is very important to protect open space 

• Need crosswalk at downtown parking lot 

• Keep sustainability issues in mind – work towards net neutral energy use 

• Sounds good 

• Need low rents and better housing 

• How do we encourage no-white residents? 

• Please change “open space” to “public open space” 

• Specifics on how to advance on environmental sustainability? What does “encouraging 

moderate population growth” entail? 



Village of Trumansburg Comprehensive Plan:                                    

What is a comprehensive plan? 

How is a comprehensive plan connected to zoning?

A voluntary set of written and/or graphic materials that identify the goals, objectives, principles, guidelines, policies, standards, devices and 
instruments for the immediate and long-range protection, enhancement, growth and development of the village.

It includes a thorough analysis and inventory of current data showing land development trends and challenges, community resources, and 
public needs for transportation, recreation and housing. 

• Zoning is one tool to implement a Comprehensive Plan. Other tools may include Design Guidelines, Budgeting for Capital Improvements, or applying for 

Federal, State, or Privately Funded Programs. 

• Adoption of a Comprehensive Plan does not require the adoption of zoning. However, if challenged in court, zoning must be demonstrated to be based on 

a “planning process.” A Comprehensive Plan is a simple way to prove this.   

FOCUS
INVENTORY

&
ANALYSIS

GOALS
&

OBJECTIVES
PLAN

DEVELOPMENT

REVIEW
&

ADOPT

IMPLEMENT
&

EVALUATE

Planning Process  

1. Public Hearing
2. Begin SEQR process
3. Amend plan if needed 
4. Village Board Adoption of Final   

Plan

Feedback gathered from Nov. 
21st Public Meeting #1

Feedback gathered from Public 
Meeting #2 (Date TBD)

Use of appropriate 
land use tools (e.g., 
zoning, site plan 
review, conservation 
easements, 
incentive programs, 
etc.)

Based on goals and objectives, poli-
cies could include the establishment 
of beautification programs, archi-
tectural standards, property mainte-
nance laws, atercraft regulations, etc. 

Analyze information for 
trends, existing conditions 
and regulations, and de-
velop goals and objectives 
based upon these trends. 

Conduct basic research, map-
ping, and analysis of the infor-
mation to evaluate the commu-
nity’s present circumstances and 
its future potential.

Determination  of work 
plan and scope of the plan. 
Identify Comprehensive 
Plan Committee. Develop 
a broad vision for the Plan. 

=  Opportunity for Public   
   Participation

Feedback gathered at Public 
Hearing (Date TBD)

Project Timeline and Public Engagement 



Village of Trumansburg Comprehensive Plan:                                    Geographic Overview  

Town of Covert

Town of Ulysses

Village of
Trumansburg

S E N E C A  C O U N T Y

T O M P K I N S  C O U N T Y

Congress St

Lake St

Camp St

Falls St

Prospect StMain St

Kentucky Ave

Bradley St

So
ut

h 
St

Ploss Ln

Seneca St

Fulton Dr

Rabbit Run

Corey St

Aubles Dr

Hec
to

r S
t

Leisure Cir

Sch ool
ho

us
e 

Ln

Leisu re Cir

W Seneca St

Sunrise Ter

W
ashington St

Juniper Dr

Strowbridge St

W Seneca Rd

Pease St

Tamarack Ln

Searsburg Rd

Ce
m

et
er

y 
St

Larchmont Dr

El
m

 St

Ki
ng

 S
t 

Gr
eg

g 
St

Mclallen St

Pe
nn

sy
lv

an
ia

 A
ve

Whig St

Old Main St

Main St

Cayuga St

S 
St

re
et

 E
xt

E Seneca Rd

Salo Dr

Halsey St

Main St

Congress St

Lake St

Camp St

Falls St

Prospect StMain St

Kentucky Ave

Bradley St

So
ut

h 
St

Ploss Ln

Seneca St

Fulton Dr

Rabbit Run

Corey St

Aubles Dr

Hec
to

r S
t

Leisure Cir

Sch ool
ho

us
e 

Ln

Leisu re Cir

W Seneca St

Sunrise Ter

W
ashington St

Juniper Dr

Strowbridge St

W Seneca Rd

Pease St

Tamarack Ln

Searsburg Rd

Ce
m

et
er

y 
St

Larchmont Dr

El
m

 St

Ki
ng

 S
t 

Gr
eg

g 
St

Mclallen St

Pe
nn

sy
lv

an
ia

 A
ve

Whig St

Old Main St

Main St

Cayuga St

S 
St

re
et

 E
xt

E Seneca Rd

Salo Dr

Halsey St

Main St

227

96

96

Tru m
an

sburg Creek

Tru m
an

sburg Creek

0 0.25 0.5 miles N
www.edrdpc.com

Notes:  1. Basemap: NYS DEM 
hillshade.  2. This map was 
generated in Adobe Illustrator on 
November 18, 2019.  3. This is a 
color graphic. Reproduction in 
grayscale may misrepresent the data.

Existing Land Use

Village of Trumansburg, Tompkins 
County, New York

Village of Trumansburg
Comprehensive Plan

Building Footprint

City/Village Boundary

Town Boundary

County Boundary

Commercial
Community Services

Industrial

Recreation

210 - One Family Residence
220 - Two Family Residence
230 - Three Family Residence
242 - Recreational Use
270 - Mobile Home
280 - Multi-Purpose Residential
281 - Multiple Residences
283 - Residence w/ Comm. Use
411 - Apartments
416 - Mobile Home Parks

Specific Residential Property
Classifications

Forest

Public Services

Vacant

General Non-Residential
Property Classifications

Water Body

Land Use Wetlands, Floodplains, and Hydric Soils

Cultural Resources Parks, Trails, and Community Facilities
Town of Covert

Town of Ulysses

Village of
Trumansburg

T O M P K I N S  C O U N T Y

S E N E C A  C O U N T Y

Congress St

Lake St

Camp St

Falls St

Prospect StMain St

Kentucky Ave

Bradley St

So
ut

h 
St

Ploss Ln

Seneca St

Fulton Dr

Rabbit Run

Corey St

Aubles Dr

Hec
to

r S
t

Leisure Cir

Sch ool
ho

us
e 

Ln

Leisu re Cir

W Seneca St

Sunrise Ter

W
ashington St

Juniper Dr

Strowbridge St

W Seneca Rd

Pease St

Tamarack Ln

Searsburg Rd

Ce
m

et
er

y 
St

Larchmont Dr

El
m

 St

Ki
ng

 S
t 

Gr
eg

g 
St

Mclallen St

Pe
nn

sy
lv

an
ia

 A
ve

Whig St

Old Main St

Main St

Cayuga St

S 
St

re
et

 E
xt

E Seneca Rd

Salo Dr

Halsey St

Main St

Congress St

Lake St

Camp St

Falls St

Prospect StMain St

Kentucky Ave

Bradley St

So
ut

h 
St

Ploss Ln

Seneca St

Fulton Dr

Rabbit Run

Corey St

Aubles Dr

Hec
to

r S
t

Leisure Cir

Sch ool
ho

us
e 

Ln

Leisu re Cir

W Seneca St

Sunrise Ter

W
ashington St

Juniper Dr

Strowbridge St

W Seneca Rd

Pease St

Tamarack Ln

Searsburg Rd

Ce
m

et
er

y 
St

Larchmont Dr

El
m

 St

Ki
ng

 S
t 

Gr
eg

g 
St

Mclallen St

Pe
nn

sy
lv

an
ia

 A
ve

Whig St

Old Main St

Main St

Cayuga St

S 
St

re
et

 E
xt

E Seneca Rd

Salo Dr

Halsey St

Main St

227

96

96

Tru m
an

sburg Creek

Tru m
an

sburg Creek

First Presbyterian
Church of Ulysses

William
Austin
House

Second Baptist
Society of Ulysses

Hermon
Camp
House

First Presbyterian
Church of Ulysses

William
Austin
House

Second Baptist
Society of Ulysses

Hermon
Camp
House

Masonic
Temple

Italianate Corners

49 E Main St

19 Congress
St

64 E Main St

22 McLallen
St

3 Congress
St

68 South St

34 Seneca St

Village Hall

United Methodist
Church

4 Washington St

Juniper
Hill

38 Old Main St
6 Washington

St

5 W
ashington St

Masonic
Temple

Italianate Corners

49 E Main St

19 Congress
St

64 E Main St

22 McLallen
St

3 Congress
St

68 South St

34 Seneca St

Village Hall

United Methodist
Church

4 Washington St

Juniper
Hill

38 Old Main St
6 Washington

St

5 W
ashington St

N0 0.25 0.5 miles

Notes:  1. Basemap: NYS DEM 
hillshade.  2. This map was 
generated in Adobe Illustrator on 
November 18, 2019.  3. This is a 
color graphic. Reproduction in 
grayscale may misrepresent the data.

www.edrdpc.com

Cultural Resouces
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Village of Trumansburg Comprehensive Plan:                                    Population Profile

Population Changes
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Source: 1980-1990 Population Census NYS Communities 
Census 2000 Summary File 1 for Village of Trumansburg, Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County and NYS 
2010 Demographic Profile Data for Village of Trumansburg, Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County and NYS 
2013-2017 ACS 5-Year Estimates for Village of Trumansburg, Town of Ulysses, Tompkins County and NYS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Population Change 1980-2018 

1980 to 1990 1990 to 2000 2000 to 2010 2010 to 2017 
Village of Trumansburg -6% -2% 14% 1% 

Town of Ulysses 5% -3% 3% 3% 
Tompkins County 8% 3% 5% 3% 
New York State 2% 5% 2% 2% 

Over the past 40 years, the Village of Trumansburg experienced an overall population 
increase of approximately 6% , similar to the Town of Ulysses, while Tompkins County 
and New York State have increased 20% and 13%, respectively.

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 1980-2010 and 2012-2017
American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

A majority of households in Trumansburg are married couples or single individuals with-
out dependents. Top employment sectors include Education/Health/Social 
services, followed by Professional/Scientific, Manufacturing, and Arts/Recreational/Food.

39%

19%

35%

7%

Types of Households in Trumansburg 

Married Couple Family Single Parent Households Householder Living Alone Nonfamily Householder Not Living Alone

Compared to statewide averages, the Village of Trumansburg has  an older than average 
population, compared to countywide and statewide averages. The Village also has a high 
youth population (ages 5-14).

A greater percentage of residents in the Village of Trumansburg come from low income households 
between $15,000 and $35,000, when compared with Tompkins County and New York State.

Data Source: 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Data Source: 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Data Source: 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Top Employment Sectors for 
Village Residents 

• Education/Health/Social - 39%
• Professional/Scientific - 13%
• Manufacturing - 11%
• Arts/Recreation/Food - 9%
• Retail Trade - 7%
• Finance/Insurance/Real Estate - 6%
• Public Administration - 6%
• Construction - 3%
• Information - 3%
• Other Services - 2%
• Wholesale Trade - 1%
• Transportation/Warehouse - 1%
• Agriculture/Forestry/Fishing - <1%

39%

19%

35%

7%

Types of Households in Trumansburg 

Married Couple Family Single Parent Households Householder Living Alone Nonfamily Householder Not Living Alone



Village of Trumansburg Comprehensive Plan:                                    Housing Profile

Age of Housing Stock
The Village of Trumansburg has a vacancy rate slightly lower than surrounding 
municipalities, along with a substaintially higher percentage of historic homes.Age of Housing Stock  
 

 

Source: 2013-2017 ACS 5-Year Estimates Selected Housing Characteristics 

 Village of Trumansburg Town of Ulysses Tompkins County 

  Total housing units 916 2,504 42,727 
        Vacancy rate 7.1% 10.7% 8.8% 

Year structure built (% total)    
Built 2014 or later 0.9% 1.3% 0.8% 
Built 2010 to 2013 1.9% 2.5% 2.4% 
Built 2000 to 2009 10.8% 7.7% 8.4% 
Built 1990 to 1999 5.5% 8.3% 13.6% 
Built 1980 to 1989 6.3% 10.4% 13.2% 
Built 1970 to 1979 7.2% 13.5% 14.1% 
Built 1960 to 1969 5.8% 5.8% 9.9% 
Built 1950 to 1959 4.7% 8.1% 8.4% 
Built 1940 to 1949 5.9% 6.3% 2.4% 
Built 1939 or earlier 51.1% 36% 26.9% 

Data Source: 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates Selected Housing Characteristics

Housing Occupancy and Tenure Housing Units

Table 3: Units in Structure in the Village of Trumansburg 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: 2013-2017 ACS 5-Year Estimates, Selected Housing Characteristics  
 
 

 Village of Trumansburg 

  Total housing units 916 
     1-unit, detached 58.2% 
      1-unit, attached 2.1% 
      2 units 9.2% 
      3 or 4 units 8.3% 
      5 to 9 units 3.8% 
      10 to 19 units 2.0% 
      20 or more units 9.4% 
      Mobile home 7.1% 
      Boat, RV, van, etc. 0% 

2017 Tompkins County Housing StrategyDIRECTION: Potential Locations 

• Urban Center – at least 
350 units/year (non-
student) 

• Established and 
Emerging Nodes – 50-
100 units/year 

• Rural Centers – 30 
units/year 

• Other Locations – 100 
to 150 units/year 
 

The Village of Trumansburg has a vacancy  and renter occupancy rate slightly lower than that 
of the County and a homeowner occupancy rate slightly higher than that of the County. 

Data Source: 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates Selected Housing Characteristics

With their efficient land use, infrastructure, and public transportation, villages have been identified for 
moderate growth in workforce housing development, due to a shortage across Tompkins County.

• The 2017 Tompkins County Housing Strategy 

builds upon a housing needs assessment to 

promote affordable, safe, energy efficient, and 
appealing housing through the year 2025.

• Specifically, nodal development is recommended 
as an efficient use of infrastructure, protection of 
farmland, and an optimal use of public transportation. 

• To meet workforce housing needs, nodes like 

the Village of Trumansburg will have to grow by 

50 to 100 new units/per year, distributed across 

all existing nodes throughout Tompkins County.

7%

58%

35%

Village of Trumansburg 

Vacant housing
units

Owner‐occupied

Renter‐occupied

9%

51%

40%

Tompkins County 

Vacant housing units Owner‐occupied Renter‐occupied

Although small scale multiple unit residential buildings have not typified new development across the US 
since the mid-20th Century (hence the term “Missing Middle Housing”), The Village of Trumansburg has over 
20% of its housing units in small multi-plex buildings under 10 units.

* A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a group of rooms, or a single room occupied or intended for occupancy as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in which the 
occupants do not live and eat with other persons in the structure and which have direct access from the outside of the building or through a common hall. (census.gov)

*
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Notes:  1. Basemap: ESRI ArcGIS Online “World 
Imagery” map service overlaid with 2016 NLCD 
land cover data.  2. This map was generated in 
Adobe Illustrator on November 18, 2019.  3. This 
is a color graphic. Reproduction in grayscale may 
misrepresent the data.
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Share your ideas and thoughts about the present and future of Trumansburg: record your 
thoughts on your comment card and then write the number of your comment card on a sticker 
and place it on the map in the appropriate location.  Leave your comment card in the box.



Village of Trumansburg Comprehensive Plan:                                    Where are we now?

What are the Village’s strengths?  
(example: Trumansburg’s historic homes)

Strengths

Opportunities Challenges

Limitations
What are the Village’s weaknesses? 
(example:  lack of developable land)

Where are there opportunities in the Village? 
(example: tourism)

What are challenges facing the Village? 
(example: changing hospitality trends, such as AirBnB)



Village of Trumansburg Comprehensive Plan:                                    

 ⁺ Offers ample and diverse opportunities for employment, education, and housing.
 ⁺ Encourages social interaction and community engagement in all aspects of Village life by 

people of all age groups, income levels, and cultural backgrounds.
 ⁺ Protects and promotes our small-town atmosphere with distinctive neighborhoods, 

downtown businesses, and institutions.
 ⁺ Supports entrepreneurs and local businesses that provide services to residents and visitors. 
 ⁺ Advances environmental and economic sustainability by encouraging moderate population 

growth while protecting open space and natural resources. 
 ⁺ Is guided by a transparent, responsive, and fiscally responsible Village government 

committed to public service.

The Steering Committee for Village of Trumansburg has developed the following vision statement to guide both the development of the The Steering Committee for Village of Trumansburg has developed the following vision statement to guide both the development of the 
Comprehensive Plan and the implementation of its recommendations:Comprehensive Plan and the implementation of its recommendations:

Trumansburg, NY, in the heart of the Finger Lakes, is a safe, friendly, and energetic community that values its rich history, picturesque natural settings, 
attractive neighborhoods, surrounding rural areas, and local businesses. 

We as a community envision a future Village that: 

Draft Vision Statement

     Photos from residents David O’Neil and Jerry Kraus, Trumansburg Chamber of Commerce, and Trumansberg Central School District

Please leave your comments and reactions on the sticky notes provided. 
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Q1 Strengths: What are the Village’s strengths? (example: Trumansburg’s
historic homes)

Answered: 95 Skipped: 3
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 Nearby local farms providing easy access to fresh, healthy foods. Decent main street
businesses.

1/7/2020 1:30 PM

2 Trumansburg is a quaint and scenic village. There are many historic homes. One of the
beauties of Trumansburg is that the houses often have large yards and old(er) trees. We have a
pleasant and intelligent community and a nice main street. Trumansburg is close to state parks
and lands, and Cayuga Lake. *** Strength - lack of large scale development.*** Trumansburg
does not look for or feel like most communities in the USA these days.

1/6/2020 11:57 PM

3 Quiet, relatively stable neighborhoods. Rural feel within the village with rural surroundings.
LACK OF DEVELOPABLE LAND.

1/6/2020 10:15 PM

4 Rural environment not shared by many in the country. Strong relationship to nature. Walkable
village landscape, youthful investors in the community, a safe place to raise children. A peace
from the maelstrom of meaningless development elsewhere. Our little community should build
on the strengths of its' innocence, it would have come in handy as the last 40 years of
development decisions are proving to be utterly unsustainable!

1/6/2020 5:17 PM

5 Friendly, inclusive neighborhoods. 1/6/2020 4:55 PM

6 The Village’s greatest strength is its relatively small size and quiet, rural, pedestrian-friendly
character. There are many communities in Tompkins County that are larger and more urban,
but the Village offers a great balance of healthy business and residential neighborhoods. That
is why most residents have chosen to live here. Recent approvals of zoning variances and new
development threaten to destroy this desirable character.

1/6/2020 3:45 PM

7 Historic homes and buildings, sense of community, small scale, sufficient variety of shops and
stores, friendliness, mix of people.

1/6/2020 11:21 AM

8 Keeping all history: buildings, homes, etc Nothing needs to be changed 1/6/2020 8:51 AM

9 What separates Trumansburg from other towns such as Lansing is the main street business
district. The sense of connectivity and continuity of the downtown area is what draws people in.
It "feels" like a village in a New England classical sense.

1/5/2020 9:16 PM

10 K-12 school in walking distance to many families, well maintained homes, welcoming
environment, active village commercial center with many community centers including
churches, town and village halls and library. Also interesting geography and connective
greenway to Cayuga Lake. Decent public transportation for commuters. Good density of
residential areas while good proximity to open areas and parks. Good connection to world class
universities and colleges. Proximity to wineries and other craft businesses.

1/5/2020 7:41 PM

11 Neighborhoods, walkability, school, library, Trumansburg Area Churches, community support of
Food Pantry, Gemm Shop, library, Conservatory, TBurg Education Foundation, etc; participation
in village & town government; great village and town services; local businesses, local bank,
grocery store and CSAs, Farmers'Market, etc.; historic homes/buildings; participation & support
of arts; lots to offer variety of interests, talents; local medical offices.

1/5/2020 5:09 PM

12 Small town feel with the infrastructure of a developed city. I.e. police fire ems 1/5/2020 2:41 PM

13 closeness to Ithaca, schools, sense of community and feeling of small town Quality of life and
people

1/5/2020 1:54 PM

14 Library is excellent Availability of shopping, banking, barber, post office right here Farmers
market Active churches

1/5/2020 1:05 PM

15 Library, Conservatory, Taughannock state park, historic homes, fairgrounds, Grassroots,
schools, Presbyterian church, Encore Players, Trumansburg Community Chorus, Mosaic Yoga,
Creekside Cafe, Little Venice

1/5/2020 10:52 AM

16 helpful neighbors 1/5/2020 9:52 AM

17 Tburg's strengths are the walkability of the Village which has improved over the last 20 years by
replacing and adding sidewalks. Sidewalks wouldn't be valuable if we didn't have such a
beautiful village with appealing restaurants and shops to visit.

1/5/2020 9:25 AM

18 Farmers market, Historic buildings, entrepreneurs, 1/5/2020 9:21 AM
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19 Main Street business and tourism 1/5/2020 7:42 AM

20 I like that Trumansburg is a small town where most people are friendly, helpful. I love that
everyone knows each other. Or knows someone who knows someone. That's a rare thing in
this age of technology. Please try to find a way to keep it.

1/5/2020 7:22 AM

21 Location a short distance from a stable college town. Location near a beautiful lake, waterfalls
and state park. Rural spacious feel - residents can grow gardens and have pets and play
structures. Low level of stress due to lots of open space and greenery. Good grocery and drug
stores, good library and other community organizations, a variety of restaurants.

1/5/2020 3:01 AM

22 Village appeal Walkability Appealing, mainly single family homes Shops, eateries are beginning
to thrive. Architecture

1/4/2020 11:25 PM

23 Small and friendly 1/4/2020 11:22 PM

24 Quaint feeling 1/4/2020 10:49 PM

25 Quiet family-oriented small unique town. 1/4/2020 9:57 PM

26 That there is a wonderful library 1/4/2020 9:08 PM

27 - The range of people with talents, with community caring. - All ages brings both energy and
wisdom. - Local businesses, restaurants that deserve our patronage. - Lots to do in the area,
including parks, BD trail, lake, trails, wineries, golf, shops. - A wonderful library.

1/4/2020 8:53 PM

28 Quiet, relatively safe environment with walking accessible resources 1/4/2020 8:52 PM

29 Small town feel. 1/4/2020 8:31 PM

30 Sense of community and school system 1/4/2020 8:21 PM

31 charming walkable community, good school system, it has a "downtown" or business district of
sorts that other comparably sized communities (Lansing, Newfield) lack, which includes
bars/restaurants that are potentially destinations for out-of-towners.

1/4/2020 7:53 PM

32 Walkable Community Friendliness of people Great downtown businesses 1/4/2020 6:13 PM

33 Small town feel. Friendly long time residents. Good mix of rural and suburbs. Natural beauty. 1/4/2020 5:54 PM

34 A strong supportive, caring, progressive community that takes pride in its surroundings. It wants
development, but not the kind of wholesale development that brings in big box stores and the
like. Good music, good arts, good fun loving folks that help each other out.

1/4/2020 5:23 PM

35 The village feels safe. I am not overly concerned about crime, even though I lock my car and
house. I can walk the streets at night without worry. I can find basic necessities without going to
Ithaca (grocery, gas, pharmacy).

1/4/2020 5:21 PM

36 Smith Woods.... Grassroots... Falls Tavern... Bowling Alley... RonDons— Not My Dads 1/4/2020 4:23 PM

37 Trumansburg Farmer’s Market A diverse downtown Community Events Library Restaurant
options Healing Arts Close to hiking, cideries, wineries Public transportation

1/4/2020 3:48 PM

38 ~Committment to the history of the Village and NOT ceveloping it into another Lansing-type
community. The lack of development is actually a plus for those who have lived their lives here.
~The "love your neighbor" mentality - people help each other and look out for each other

1/4/2020 3:47 PM

39 Friendly people, beautiful surroundings, Great Road Crew, Garbage pick up, and Recycling,
The Framer's market, Great Library, Wonderful stores of different kinds.... Good restaurants, a
few very nice Bars...

1/4/2020 3:25 PM

40 Architectural historic character Potentially walkable Established community festivals Nice, smart
people

1/4/2020 3:25 PM

41 Sense of community 1/4/2020 2:26 PM

42 Strong community; safety, beautiful historic homes, vibrant Main Street 1/4/2020 2:06 PM

43 Community and school 1/4/2020 2:00 PM

44 Neighborhoodswith a sense of community, school system bringing families together,
communications within the village.

1/4/2020 11:19 AM
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45 General quaint small town character (not having the modern High rise type buildings to detract
from that), historic homes, tree-lined streets, restaurants, walkability---all those things contribute
to it not only being a nice place to live, but have tourism appeal High storefront occupancy on
Main St The school system and positive town/gown connection

1/4/2020 7:49 AM

46 History, the generations of families that still live here, & care about the Village. They will stay
here, no matter what is done to the Village.

1/4/2020 6:00 AM

47 Municipal services, library and other cultural resources, good neighbors, surrounding outdoor
green space, children's playgrounds, improved downtown, farmers' market

12/31/2019 2:07 PM

48 historic homes, walkable, continuing to add sidewalks, fiber optic internet, ample parking,
several eateries. bowling alley.

12/26/2019 12:48 PM

49 Historic homes, areas of green space, walkability, low to no crime. 12/25/2019 9:53 AM

50 An abundance of nature in quiet, serene and friendly neighborhoods. 12/22/2019 9:33 PM

51 Its great community spirit; its thriving business district; its many churches, charities, and service
organizations; a great school district and a terrific library. The Conservatory is a great boon to
the Village. I'm so happy to hear there are plans for an open-to-the-public swimming pool at the
schools.

12/21/2019 2:34 PM

52 Location near Ithaca but between the lakes. Quasi-rural feel. Municipal services. Sense of
community. Historic feel & history. Trees. Close to the park and trail. Most amenities (library,
bank, food, supermarket, pharmacy, post office). Arts (Conservatory, theatre, art trail). Culture
(celebrations, charity events, block parties). Bus service. Not as hectic as Ithaca — quieter,
smaller & more peaceful. Free parking. Free leaf pick-up.

12/21/2019 1:58 PM

53 Small-town feel because of many small businesses; village is kept neat and clean; very
attractive public buildings

12/21/2019 12:07 PM

54 Vibrant Main Street Good water Schools 12/20/2019 6:36 PM

55 Walkable village (sidewalks take me most places!) A range of restaurant offerings - high end,
low end, home cooking, haute cuisine. Good schools Fantastic public library

12/19/2019 5:39 PM

56 At the present time, it is still a small quaint village with historic characteristics. Everyone knows
each other and is concerned for their well being. One feels safe and comfortable, free from
crime, and everything is within walking distance. There are plenty of local amenities giving it a
hometown feel. The school system is good, and the students are kind and well supported
educationally and emotionally and socially.

12/17/2019 9:01 AM

57 Sense of community It is not cookie cutter, beautiful architecture Close to the wine trail
Gorgeous accessible park Access to public transportation Necessities close by. Pharmacy,
grocery, gas, convince store, library with internet access Good school system Active
organizations and social groups

12/16/2019 11:11 PM

58 Community Involvement. Downtown businesses. Farmer Market. Library. Walkability downtown. 12/16/2019 8:40 PM

59 Sidewalks that run throughout the village make for a walkable community, that is when ice and
snow don't prevent one from walking on them. Sidewalks create a friendly and welcoming
feeling. Trumansburg is an active, multiple generational community. So many events are shared
by people of all ages. Tburg is a place where one can be connected and known and make a
difference in village life. It is a beautiful village with old homes, small shops, and many cultural
and social activities all year round. Trumansburg is a village where most everything one needs
is in walking distance. A library, bank, post office, food stores, gift shops, village offices. One
can easily live a car free life in the village.

12/16/2019 7:48 PM

60 Older buildings, fun little shop, the people that make it feel like a close community that cares 12/16/2019 5:32 PM

61 A vibrant Main Street with thriving businesses, good variety of restaurants, school system,
small rural atmosphere, and okay, yes, nice older homes.

12/16/2019 4:43 PM

62 Definitely historic homes and also vibrant commercial 'downtown' core and other centralized,
easy to access, services (library, churches, Conservatory, schools and post office). 'Social
capital" - ie connectedness of the population Community events that reinforce a positive
community identity: ie., Fair, parades, Winter Wonderland, music specials PLANNED
development

12/16/2019 4:15 PM



Village of Trumansburg Comprehensive Plan Questionnaire SurveyMonkey

5 / 6

63 Tburg is a self-contained little hub of very interesting residents. It's proximity to Cayuga Lake
and Taughannock Park are strengths, as is it's combination of rural and urban living. The school
is excellent too. The historic homes and the Conservatory of Fine Arts are treasures and should
be protected. Having Trumansburg Creek running through the village is a HUGE asset. Public
access would be a winner for all

12/16/2019 1:35 PM

64 Small, walkable with central social and cultural center 12/16/2019 12:52 PM

65 All the small forests, orchards, farms, ponds! Which also leads to an amazing array of birds in
the village. So beautiful!

12/16/2019 12:46 PM

66 We are a thriving, small-town! Ability to grocery shop, visit doctors, pharmacy, vet, gift shops,
craft store, delicious restaurants even in such a small town. Much natural beauty here too! I
would love to see the Village develop in a way that preserves the small-town, natural-beauty,
tourism-friendly aspects of our town.

12/16/2019 12:09 PM

67 Strong main street business core. Streets are in good condition. Most homes and properties are
well maintained. DPW has a strong work ethic and supports the village residents selflessly.

12/16/2019 11:02 AM

68 Commercial hub for the surrounding rural area as well as the Village. Beautiful historic homes
and commercial buildings, many fine shade trees. GrassRoots Festival and the other events
held at the Fairgrounds. The State Park and Black Diamond Trail. Smith Woods. Community
spirit, good support for school. Relatively excellent bus service. Nice Farmers Market. Great
health care options. Fire Dept./EMS. Some lively night life, Conservatory of the Arts, lovely
creek running through town, many farms that sell directly to customers nearby.

12/16/2019 10:19 AM

69 -Historic buildings! -Engaged citizenry -Proximity to wine/beer/farm/art trails -Old-timey feel -
Main Street -Walkability -Fairgrounds -Proximity to lake/parks -Grassroots Festival -Proximity to
Ithaca -Quiet

12/15/2019 3:16 PM

70 Friendliness which flows from the quaintness of the community and its size. Variety of useful
businesses some of which bring the community together and create a village center unlike
other villages in the area. TCFA brings together people of all ages at semi-annual events and
provides entertainment and education through out the year. Grassroots, at its current size and
configuration, becomes a community event and brings back people who have left the village for
one reason or another, but only effects the village for a short time span followed by a return to
our normal quaint community. In most cases homes are not crowded together. The small
amount land for available for development which precludes over development as typified by the
sprawl of Lansing. Our quaintness is difficult to find elsewhere and is why people find
Trumansburg a desirable place to live. Ironically, providing more development so more people
could move here is likely to destroy what they find attractive. Different architecturally styled
homes is also unique to Trumansburg. Juniper Manor I & II.

12/15/2019 12:14 PM

71 Walkability, Library, Schools, Architecturally rich, Residential homes for Racker Center, Juniper
Manor, Recreational opportunities., Tburg Fire and ambulance services, available local health
care, grocery and pharmacy., GEMM shop, Food pantry, numerous religious faiths with active
congregations.

12/14/2019 9:57 PM

72 Visually charming downtown. Density in a villagy way. Walkable. 12/14/2019 4:05 AM

73 Lots of opportunities to get to know people: coffee shop, Conservatory events and classes,
Farmer's Market, walkable downtown and side streets, great library offering classes, story hour,
several churches, lots of artists and musicians who share their talents locally, manageable
traffic downtown and on side streets, though this will change after the South Street
development, low crime rate, good restaurants.

12/13/2019 9:30 PM

74 Walkability, lack of dense development, culture, community, space 12/13/2019 6:38 PM

75 Neighborhoods of individual small homes with yards, sense of community, friendly downtown,
access

12/13/2019 2:50 PM

76 Yes, historic properties, parklands, craft fairs, concerts, summer music festivals and other
outdoor events, socio-economic inter-dependancy with local agriculture, neighborhood integrity,
safe streets, community services.

12/13/2019 12:45 PM

77 The uniqueNess of old and new, small and big houses and small and large lots 12/13/2019 12:31 PM

78 Farmer's Market, Winter Fest, GrassRoots Festival, local retail shops & restaurants,
Conservatory of Fine Arts, GEM Shop, proximity to Ithaca, great library with community

12/13/2019 12:11 PM
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activities, TCNS, decent public school district, local community supported agriculture (i.e.,
Sweet Land Farm), proximity to Taughannok State Park.

79 Trumansburg is a quiet, friendly, rural and safe community. It has an active Fire Department
and Emergency Medical Services.

12/13/2019 11:09 AM

80 Historic homes, greenness (trees, etc.), walkability, thriving Main St. and cultural activities-
library, TCFA,..., community events (Winterfest, Grassroots, etc.)

12/13/2019 9:14 AM

81 The quaint feeling of Main Street. Some good restaurants and coffee. Winterfest! Porches! 12/13/2019 8:46 AM

82 Great friendly people Local Park and Lake Farmers market 12/12/2019 7:28 PM

83 Farmers market, welcoming & friendly library, great teachers at the school, & sidewalks! 12/12/2019 7:03 PM

84 We have a beautiful location in the Finger Lakes and we are close to the state park so we have
lots of of recreational advantages. The people who live here are neighborly and kind. We have
a good grocery store and restaurants and downtown shops so you don’t have to go to Ithaca for
everything.

12/12/2019 4:44 PM

85 People and businesses seem drawn to Trumansburg. I'm not sure what contributes to failure of
shops in the village but I see that store fronts are not empty very long and other business
quickly replace those that leave (except for the old dollar store and workout building next to
Atlas and the Physical Therapy business/gym). We have many unique restaurants and shops
as well as established businesses such as NAPA, Falls Tavern and little Venice. There is a
strong artistic community and younger family influence as well. We have the conservatory
which is a great place for classes and a venue for concerts and plays. Our churches are very
active in community activities. The bowling alley is great yet may be an underused resource.

12/12/2019 2:20 PM

86 Small-town feeling Beautiful natural setting Proximity to Ithaca, without city problems Proximity
to Cornell and Ithaca College, with their cultural offerings Dedicated and involved residents
Library! Rich cultural and artistic community Walkable downtown Nice retail and food & drink
offerings Low housing costs relative to national and big-city averages (both for sale and for
rent) Schools are good - but see challenges

12/12/2019 1:31 PM

87 There are some interesting venues for music like the TCFA, the Farmer's Market, and bars. 12/12/2019 12:25 PM

88 Walkable; Thriving Business district; TCAT to Cornell and downtown; Beauty of houses 12/12/2019 11:24 AM

89 Local businesses, proximity to park and trails, historic buildings, safe, sidewalks for strolling,
artistic and music venues and activities, fair grounds, farmers market, Smith Woods, historic
cemetery, Library, golf course, composting service, yard refuse pick up service, local gym,
school playground and fields, overall charm. I love it here!

12/12/2019 10:31 AM

90 The coziness of the village, the way it is set up physically. I think the size and lot sizes
historically add to the strengths of the village. The smallness of the school district has been a
strength in education our children.

12/12/2019 10:12 AM

91 A young vibrant community with a variety of places to eat. Great school district that really
appeals to young families as well.

11/26/2019 11:25 AM

92 Cultural resources-library, tcfa, musicians, artists, history museum, farmers market, etc Small
town feel, local shops, lack of big box retailers, breadth of services, beautiful Main St

11/23/2019 9:49 AM

93 Great library, Farmer’s market, downtown area, sidewalks to the school, the school, friendly
people, interested in the community.

11/22/2019 7:54 PM

94 Sense of community Good government and DPW Friendly atmosphere 11/21/2019 8:32 PM

95 Walkable. Mix of housing options. Charming architecture. Jobs near homes. Places for different
types of people to live. Opportunity for growth. Good infrastructure.

11/21/2019 7:16 PM
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Q2 Limitations: What are the Villages limitations? (example: lack of
developable land)

Answered: 97 Skipped: 1
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 Really need a hardware store. 1/7/2020 1:30 PM

2 I do not see the "lack of developable land" as a limitation. I live in Trumansburg with an
expectation that the size and scope of our village will remain constant. We have seemingly
fallen prey to the "affordable housing" jargon. It is a BIG limitation that INHS may come in and
DISREGARD our existing laws and neighborhoods. ***SHAME on our Planning and Zoning
Boards to give in to such flagrant clap trap.*** We already have laws regarding a portion of
each "development" to be affordable. Village lighting on Main Street and throughout the village
should all conform to International Dark Skies guidelines.

1/6/2020 11:57 PM

3 LACK OF DEVELOPABLE LAND. 1/6/2020 10:15 PM

4 Lack of any true interest in stakeholder involvement or contribution in planning the future for the
village despite long term residency and affordable housing options pre-exisiting in the
community; no platform to share ideas and information about varying views; so many under
addressed issues like sustainability and caring for local seniors in affordable housing and a
concern for the values of simple people to protect their small but meaningful land shares.

1/6/2020 5:17 PM

5 Size of the village, but his is not a negative. Keep the village small. 1/6/2020 4:55 PM

6 The existing Comprehensive Plan and development-related regulations, ordinances and laws
are not consistent with one another making it difficult for residents and developers to have a
clear understanding of expectations and leading to significant controversy and divisiveness
within the community. Development interests should be fairly balanced with the interests of
current residents, neighborhoods and our cherished village way of life. In my opinion, there
have been an excessive number of zoning variances granted over the past couple of years.
According to New York State, Zoning Boards of Appeals must grant the minimum variance
necessary. Great care must be taken to ensure that the purpose and intent of the ordinance or
local law is carried out, and prevent too many changes without proper foundation from
destroying zoning itself. Adherence to zoning laws is critical to protecting the rights of all
members of our community.

1/6/2020 3:45 PM

7 Route 96 has become too busy. 1/6/2020 11:21 AM

8 Tburg does not need anymore developments We need to keep land 1/6/2020 8:51 AM

9 It seems like the downtown has some trouble keeping certain businesses afloat. It is very hard
to find housing in the village.

1/5/2020 9:16 PM

10 Proximity to larger city (Ithaca) is challenging to commercial businesses. Cost of maintenance
of public areas and its impact on taxes. Cost of existing residential properties and its impact on
diversity.

1/5/2020 7:41 PM

11 Lack of housing options for middle income seniors. Tax base. Empty business spaces. (how
many small, local businesses can village this size support...? )

1/5/2020 5:09 PM

12 I wouldn't consider lack developable land a limitation. Lack of advertising for tourism which
keeps business growth low

1/5/2020 2:41 PM

13 Tompkins co taxes, less access to public transportation on nights/wknds. Smaller bandwidth of
staffing and of people that are equipped to make decisions/form policy (zoning, etc)

1/5/2020 1:54 PM

14 Some housing and buildings are not kept up nicely 1/5/2020 1:05 PM

15 Taxes way toooo High!!!! Affordable homes. Leveraging Grass Roots and other events at
fairgrounds for Trumansburg economy.

1/5/2020 10:52 AM

16 lack of affordable land, zoning prohibiting building a home even if one find's land lack of decent
shopping -- always have to go to a bigger city downtown parking --- especially for those with
limited mobility & last main street project made road more narrow limited senior housing --
everything is too expensive for the average senior --- except Juniper Manor --- which smells
and lacks privacy -- we need more private senior homes/cottages with private entrances that
allow our area seniors that have lived here their whole lives to be able to stay here when they
need to downsize -- as opposed to having to leave the village because they can't afford the
options that are here.

1/5/2020 9:52 AM

17 I'm not sure. 1/5/2020 9:25 AM
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18 A creek side park would be nice. High rent. 1/5/2020 9:21 AM

19 There isn’t anything for kids to do 1/5/2020 7:48 AM

20 Lack of strong leadership in political positions which results in lack of vision. 1/5/2020 7:42 AM

21 The Tcat could have better service. There is none in the middle of the day. Side walk to Shur
Save would be helpful. It gets busy enough to start thinking about a traffic light, some how for
Shur Save and Kinneys. (especially during school pick up and drop off. Morning and evening
rush hour) Maybe a volunteer traffic officer?

1/5/2020 7:22 AM

22 High property taxes, particularly school tax, make it hard for seniors and others with low
incomes to live here. Few small houses or condos for seniors to downsize to. Lack of a public
park other than the Farmer's Market area and the school.

1/5/2020 3:01 AM

23 New buildings going up on 96 which do not “fit” visually, and which will increase traffic along 96.
At some point, we are “full” and need to stop building and rewriting codes to fit more dwellings
in. We need to stop handing out variances like Halloween candy.

1/4/2020 11:25 PM

24 Lack of activities and resources for our kids to do in village. 1/4/2020 11:22 PM

25 Lack of community pool/ activity center! 1/4/2020 10:49 PM

26 Definitely lack of developable land. 1/4/2020 9:57 PM

27 Too expensive to live 1/4/2020 9:08 PM

28 - Lack of competition for internet and cable. - 1/4/2020 8:53 PM

29 Parking, general merchandise shopping 1/4/2020 8:52 PM

30 Shopping. 1/4/2020 8:31 PM

31 Lack of increases business/ realty growth for tax revenue 1/4/2020 8:21 PM

32 affordable housing to buy or rent, bus service to and from Ithaca isn't frequent enough 1/4/2020 7:53 PM

33 Taxes are high so limit people from living in the village. 1/4/2020 6:13 PM

34 Downtown parking. 1/4/2020 5:54 PM

35 Money. Doesn't it often come down to that? We are not a rich community, so our resources tend
to be thin. Both parents need to work and therefore have less time to devote to other things
(though they still do!).

1/4/2020 5:23 PM

36 The cost of housing keeps going up, both in property to buy and rentals. I fear that I will be
priced out of the village in a few years. I'd like to move my mother here, but will she be able to
afford and find an apartment?

1/4/2020 5:21 PM

37 Lack of respect for Trumansburg residents who have made the Village what it is today- lack of
understanding to allow people to be able to make money to pay for TAXES

1/4/2020 4:23 PM

38 Restaurant options on Sunday 1/4/2020 3:48 PM

39 The Village needs something for kids to do. If you are not a jock, or are homeschooled, or even
come to visit Grandma for the summer... there should be a place on Main St. etc like a "kid bar"
minus the alcohol! Food, socializing, pool table, foosball, darts, etc. A kid hangout. It's also very
disheartening to have so many Newbies move into town that immediately want to change
everything up. You don't move someplace to change it; much like you don't marry someone
only to change them... recipe for disaster!

1/4/2020 3:47 PM

40 Not enough Affordable Housing and apartments, exorbitant cost of existing houses for sale, A
mostly WHITE POPULATION - MORE DIVERSITY would be NICE

1/4/2020 3:25 PM

41 Interesting example but i dont agree since it seems counter-intuitive to the idea of village scale -
densification is always possible Major limitations from my perspective instead: Transportation
infrastructure: 1 auto thoroughfare thru center of town 2 inflexible (auto only) 3 limited gas-
hogging bus options 4 no thought of rail which would create a fabulous, environmentally
friendly, attractive linkage to Ithaca and beyond

1/4/2020 3:25 PM

42 Lack of community center and family gym or activity spaces. No swimming pool. Limited
affordable housing

1/4/2020 2:26 PM
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43 High cost of living 1/4/2020 2:06 PM

44 Pedestrian safety and speed along Main Street especially west main. 1/4/2020 2:00 PM

45 Lack of diversity, both ethnicity and age of residents. 1/4/2020 11:19 AM

46 Traffic on Main Street, yet keeping it there helps to maintain character and integrity of the
surrounding neighborhoods

1/4/2020 7:49 AM

47 Because of the age of the general population, I feel many are not informed of Village issues.
The older generation doesn’t necessarily follow everything on the internet. Lack of
communication Also, the many boards & sub-committees & studies is confusing

1/4/2020 6:00 AM

48 Lack of affordable housing, poor mid daytime bus service, no indoor recreation area, library
hours should be increased

12/31/2019 2:07 PM

49 very few services available 24/7. Need more opportunities for cars to get inspected, simple
repairs. we could use a small hardware store again.

12/26/2019 12:48 PM

50 Unrealistic ideas of viable development options amongst elected and appointed officials, lack of
municipal recreation area, massive overabundance of school property that could be devoted to
housing and business development.

12/25/2019 9:53 AM

51 Large commercial development taking over the natural environment. 12/22/2019 9:33 PM

52 Lack of low-mod housing; lack of diversity; We really need a needs assessment -- I guess this
is part of one.

12/21/2019 2:34 PM

53 Affordable services . Taxes. Gap in bus service (from 9 am to 1 pm approx.). Potential over
development or poor development planning.. Tree removal. Traffic on 96B (it is heavy even
early in the morning). Political communication (between the village officers and community).

12/21/2019 1:58 PM

54 State highway passing through 12/21/2019 12:07 PM

55 Lack of affordable housing for young families (difficult for them to buy a home) Old damaged
sidewalks Lack of a community center or other option for kids

12/20/2019 6:36 PM

56 Substandard senior housing (especially for seniors whose incomes exceed the low income
cutoff.) Lack of draw for families with teenagers (according to the us census data, this
demographic has shown a steady decline over the last 25 years or so. This also shows up in
our school enrollments) Lack of diversity - few people of color.

12/19/2019 5:39 PM

57 Village infrastructure needs improvements, especially street drainage and more sidewalks. The
governing body of our village is not transparent enough, and it is too liberal in their thinking of
the future of Trumansburg. Too many want to expand Trumansburg to a little city, and many of
us want to maintain the charm of a small village. That’s why we moved here.

12/17/2019 9:01 AM

58 No available downsizing housing for seniors. No affordable housing for young families who
want to own houses ( 100,000-180,000) Parking is difficult downtown making accessibility to
local business difficult If we can’t build out....maybe there up is a way we can build UP. Dare I
say a three story building? Zoning should take into consideration the growing need for auxiliary
living so parents can age in place. Allowing for additions, auxiliary apartments and elder
cottages is a must as large segments of our population reach retirement age. For many
residents their home is their greatest asset and they should be allowed to use it for additional
income or housing family. Other more progressive communities do this very well and we should
investigate what works well in those communities. Not limiting homeowners to being able to do
their own remodeling and building. It all has to pass inspection anyway so for those who can’t
afford contractors, do not restrict or limit what they are capable of doing on their own. This
includes building their own home if they have the capability.

12/16/2019 11:11 PM

59 walkability outside of the downtown and a few routes to school. Ability to infill develop. Ability to
add accessory dwelling units. too many parking spaces required as we move to fewer car
economy. Lack of Public shared spaces - green spaces. limited Public transportation.

12/16/2019 8:40 PM

60 Affordable housing and a lack of racial, ethnic diversity. Public transportation in the late morning
though mid afternoon is challenging.

12/16/2019 7:48 PM

61 Not enough store diversity. I love our local shops but they are so expensive we cant shop there
regularly just cant afford it. Village taxes

12/16/2019 5:32 PM
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62 I don't see lack of developable land as a limitation. The village should maintain its character
and not succumb to development that leads to questionable results. Limitations to me might be
more along the line of transit to and from Ithaca. Also problems with the water system
constantly needing repair and the lack of long term planning to fix it.

12/16/2019 4:43 PM

63 Traffic speed at edges of village not monitored; Poor sidewalk management, or non existent
(especially north end of Main street} Aging tree population

12/16/2019 4:15 PM

64 Drainage. The land is so wet. Neighbors flood neighbors. 12/16/2019 1:35 PM

65 Aging infrastructure: water lines, sewer system, electricity distribution and sidewalks. too much
focus on tourism and not enough on resident services.

12/16/2019 12:52 PM

66 The sidewalks made of slate stone. No one walks on them because of how messed up they
are, and they are so slippery when wet too. They’re so cool, but not practical.

12/16/2019 12:46 PM

67 Lack of employment opportunities means we need to be careful not to overdevelop and end up
simply a commuter "suburb" of Ithaca. Or we need to find ways to make commuting more
environmentally friendly.

12/16/2019 12:09 PM

68 Sidewalks are in poor condition on many side streets. Too small of a population to spread out
the tax burden. Lack of small affordable homes/apartments.

12/16/2019 11:02 AM

69 Bad attitude about cultural diversity, ethnic diversity. A bit gossipy. School losing student
population. Lack of affordable housing. Zoning outdated. Village government a bit challenged to
stay on top of aging infrastructure-- water line breaks, sewerage system run improperly long
enough to pollute groundwater downstream, too much storm sewer water flowing through the
new sewage treatment plant. Sidewalks too broken to be safe in many places. Not feasible to
develop infill lots without having a deleterious effect on the historic fabric of the built
environment.

12/16/2019 10:19 AM

70 -Small population unable to support all village businesses (small population can also be seen
as a strength...) -Lack of developable land (can also be seen as a strength - Trumansburg
being small is largely what makes Trumansburg, Trumansburg.)

12/15/2019 3:16 PM

71 Not all business are handicap accessible. No community center for school-aged children;
therefore, the library becomes a child care service after school. Less housing for senior citizens
similar to Juniper Manor, but with less income restrictions.

12/15/2019 12:14 PM

72 Lack of affordable housing for young families to move here and affordable accessible housing
for those that are differently abled and able to live independently, and for seniors to age in
place.

12/14/2019 9:57 PM

73 Thoroughfare thru the heart. No light rail. No movie theatre. No rongo. 12/14/2019 4:05 AM

74 Ability to grow and keep taxes from going up. Let build more houses loosen up set back and
property lines restriction.

12/13/2019 9:59 PM

75 Plans for development on South Street will increase traffic, decrease parking availability and
affect walkability of the village.

12/13/2019 9:30 PM

76 If it had a bunch of ‘developable’ land, it would get developed and maybe not fit the definition of
a village. I live here because it is how it is. It’s only limited to those who want to make it
something different. Maybe not a bad question but the example is offsetting.

12/13/2019 6:38 PM

77 Not enough tax base 12/13/2019 2:50 PM

78 Serious lack of ethnic and cultural diversity. Weakness / turnover of small businesses in the
Main Street area contribute to a sense of unstable identity. No action plan to promote green
energy and other ecologically critical practices. No movie theater or regularly-scheduled
performing/cultural arts center, despite abundance of local musicians, artists, local occasional
events.

12/13/2019 12:45 PM

79 Very old infer structures I.e. sidewalks , lack of a strong street program, need for new fire / ema
building, plan to develop larger open spaces and affordability housing, poor sewage distribution
system(old, leaking)

12/13/2019 12:31 PM

80 high taxes, high real estate costs, aging infrastructure (i.e., water mains), lack of public traffic to
support local retail shops & restaurants

12/13/2019 12:11 PM
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81 Limited green space which should be preserved and maintained. In this way, the residents will
be able to enjoy the advantages that nature provides.

12/13/2019 11:09 AM

82 Our small population makes it hard to support our thriving Main St. Many business owners
struggle. Need to focus on regional tourism to bring people in from outside our village to
support local businesses. Lack of affordable lodging for out-of-towners. B & Bs are pricey so
only cater to a small margin of people. Lack of affordable housing. Looking forward to having
nice apartments for young people and older people who want to downsize.

12/13/2019 9:14 AM

83 Lack of shopping (small shops) to draw more visitors and generate more money. 12/13/2019 8:46 AM

84 Lack of public transportation throughout the day Everything closed on Sunday & Monday (Atlas,
NY Pizzeria, Creekside) Lack of supermarket in "downtown" Extreme lack of DIVERSITY

12/12/2019 7:28 PM

85 Negative people! People who complain but don’t get involved with anything 12/12/2019 7:03 PM

86 The village boards are filled with people who all think alike and though they pretend to listen to
village residents they only really hear the things they agree with. We have poor zoning, and
poor zoning enforcement. The village government tends to do what it wants regardless of what
zoning laws are broken.

12/12/2019 4:44 PM

87 We have no gathering place for children and young adults. There is no public park, swimming
pool or youth center. Rollerskating, ice skating and other activities are limited within our village.
There is no movie theater or family entertainment venue except Atlas. The farmer's market is
enjoyed by many yet the space and available parking is limiting. Creative and entertaining
outlets for all (including those without funds) is limited. The Masonic Temple is an amazing but
underused resource. Might there be space there for youth to gather as well as provide
resources for opportunities of community involvement?

12/12/2019 2:20 PM

88 Not much developable land available; this limits growth Cornell is close, but not highly
accessible.

12/12/2019 1:31 PM

89 There are no "high draw" destinations such as a museum etc. to draw people from
Ithaca/tourists. Draw activity in Tburg is based on events, like Grassroots, the Farmer's Market,
TCFA, and local bars.

12/12/2019 12:25 PM

90 Need more families with kids; Need more taxpayers to lessen the burden 12/12/2019 11:24 AM

91 Challenge of enough outside support for Village businesses to keep them viable and available
for residents. High taxes.

12/12/2019 10:31 AM

92 High taxes, high water and septic with no end in sight. This is a serious limitation for others to
live here. There have been houses for sale far longer than what used to be even 3-5 years ago
- and the rise in taxes in the years we have lived here, untenable for elderly to stay in their own
homes because of this. T Generational gaps - elderly and younger ( age 30-40) not interacting
enough outside of politics how to do this without being commercialize - block parties?

12/12/2019 10:12 AM

93 A need to try and develop this small town into something it’s not. We are not Ithaca, that’s why
people live here.

11/26/2019 11:25 AM

94 Real estate space to carefully accommodate needed services; stores, community center etc. 11/23/2019 9:49 AM

95 Need more sidewalks and improved sidewalks, especially on Main Street by Gimme and One
Green Horse book store. The water run off, there are flooded areas at times.

11/22/2019 7:54 PM

96 Not many young families; we are an older population. No places for people to downsize if they
want to sell big homes, yet stay in the community

11/21/2019 8:32 PM

97 NIMBY politics. Many years without development. Not enough jobs in the village - people
commuting. Expensive development costs, long process. Limited apartment inventory.

11/21/2019 7:16 PM
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Q3 Opportunities: Where are there opportunities in the Village? (example:
tourism)

Answered: 92 Skipped: 6
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 I think a processing plant for locally grown produce would be a job creator. 1/7/2020 1:30 PM

2 I sincerely hope that the current mayor's idea of a commercial music venue/coliseum like
building behind ShurSave will NOT happen. This kind of development would present a major
alteration of traffic and the scenic beauty of our town. Perhaps it is time for a new mayor who
cares about the community we have and wants to preserve it as it is. A chance to require green
space throughout the village, such as parks and open space, on South Street for example.

1/6/2020 11:57 PM

3 There is a great opportunity to switch from the "Growth" paradigm to a "Sustainability"
paradigm. Practice now what will be a necessity in the future so we won't be caught saying,
"But, but... I thought we could..." later.

1/6/2020 10:15 PM

4 Come together to develop the parking lot mentality of lower Main Street in a way that is
sustainable and progressive, consider reuse potential and becoming a MODEL of a sustainable
village for the future; in other words don't follow developers but let us create our own plan that
defies the economies and politics of the status quo.

1/6/2020 5:17 PM

5 Small business friendly. 1/6/2020 4:55 PM

6 The Village would benefit from increasing the number of zoning districts in order to preserve
and protect the nature of different areas of the Village while still accommodating the need for
thoughtful and responsible change over time.

1/6/2020 3:45 PM

7 Tourism, bedroom to Ithaca, access to parks and recreation. 1/6/2020 11:21 AM

8 There enough businesses wineries etc now for tourism. Do not need more. 1/6/2020 8:51 AM

9 One idea I have is to take the existing Black Diamond Trail project and connect it to downtown.
Take advantage of the route and find a way to draw in day-trippers using the trail.

1/5/2020 9:16 PM

10 Tourism. Commercial buildings that are under utilised or vacant. Current development that will
include infrastructure for families (TCNS) and affordable housing that will help with diversity in
the community and housing for young families who work in the village or nearby. Support for
commercial ventures that will encourage employment in the village.

1/5/2020 7:41 PM

11 Yes, tourism. Perhaps business opportunities--if traffic is attracted to this side of the lake. 1/5/2020 5:09 PM

12 Tourism. Business growth. New tax payers 1/5/2020 2:41 PM

13 More winter/shoulder season activities- things like outdoors, continuing ed, Cooking, etc to get
thru the cold. Grassroots is great in the summer, what about a winter version on a small scale-
Potential to expand overall offerings at the school to include adult Ed year round. We have
many talented people in this area. The school is a fantastic resource that should be utilized by
all.

1/5/2020 1:54 PM

14 Empty store fronts- need to attract replacement for closed laundromat for example 1/5/2020 1:05 PM

15 More Solar farms, leveraging Grass Roots and other events at fairgrounds for community
(downtown businesses working together), affordable housing. More local events: Book Fest,
Jazz Fest, classic cars. Reading program where youth read to seniors at Juniper Hill.

1/5/2020 10:52 AM

16 tourism/publicity --- why does Ithaca tourism always use Taughannock Falls pics like it's theirs? 1/5/2020 9:52 AM

17 We have several large storefronts on Main Street that are empty. I would love to see these
filled, but I'm not sure by what. I would also like to have access to the creek. In addition, it
would be wonderful if the Black Diamond Trail could extend to the Village, truly connecting us to
Taughannock Park and beyond.

1/5/2020 9:25 AM

18 TCFA has opportunities to learn, exposure to the arts, and connect to community 1/5/2020 9:21 AM

19 Tourism 1/5/2020 7:42 AM

20 Trumansburg already has so many opportunities. I think those are all perfect, just the way they
are. Art, tourism, restaurants, jobs, the library is amazing. There is yoga and other classes.
Historical events. Everything has a nice balance and flow to it here.

1/5/2020 7:22 AM

21 Bring white-collar or light industry to the village to increase the tax base without increasing
housing density. Encourage high-tech offices and/or co-working spaces - tout high quality of life
while working online.

1/5/2020 3:01 AM
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22 We have grown enough—let’s focus less on growth and more on sustainability and quality of
life. Let’s get that community/school pool built and offer swimming at the high school. We blew
a big opportunity on Cayuga Street at the former Millspaugh property. Instead of handing out a
variance and allowing a storage and trucking company to get in, it should have been developed
as a tasteful housing complex.

1/4/2020 11:25 PM

23 No activities available for kids, 1/4/2020 11:22 PM

24 A pool could be used all year round 1/4/2020 10:49 PM

25 Tourism. Encourage young families to settle here. 1/4/2020 9:57 PM

26 Housing and also offering open emrollment to Tburg schools. 1/4/2020 9:08 PM

27 - Great, quaint downtown area that has room to hold a few more valued businesses. - Under
tourism, the golf course and restaurant is very nice and showcasing them would attract more
people.

1/4/2020 8:53 PM

28 School district 1/4/2020 8:31 PM

29 Increase tourism and town wide events to increase interest to the village but also to live and
reside here

1/4/2020 8:21 PM

30 It could be more of an entertainment and arts destination for a non-student population.
Downtown Ithaca has great variety in bars, brewpubs, restaurants, but they cater largely to the
young/student population. The new Grassroots "complex" (for lack of a better word) would bring
some music audiences into the community, though I'd prefer something on the scale of the
Homer Center for the Arts (small venue in old repurposed church building, see:
https://www.center4art.org/ ) that wouldn't have the cloud of Grassroots' drug and alcohol
infused scene hanging over it. I have always thought that this region (be it Trumansburg or
somewhere else nearby) would be ripe for a year-round "folk school" along the lines of Penland
or John Campbell in NC (see: https://www.folkschool.org/ ) where black smithing, weaving,
painting, spinning & dying, woodworking etc. could be taught and those students could not only
patronize businesses in the town but would provide income opportunities for artists in our area
(or attract more to live in this area). We already have fine artists, musicians, fiber arts folks, a
solid yoga presence, some wineries/cideries/breweries, it would seem like attracting people
who want to learn arts and crafts would be a way to bring some substantial tourist dollars and
activity into the community.

1/4/2020 7:53 PM

31 Yes, tourism could increase with our vibrant Main Street with so many visitors nearby seeing
Taughannock falls.

1/4/2020 6:13 PM

32 Local shops. 1/4/2020 5:54 PM

33 New businesses that fit the character of our area. More young folks are finding it best to start
their own businesses and we need to encourage that.

1/4/2020 5:23 PM

34 The village is close to Taughannock Park and can be enjoyed easily. 1/4/2020 5:21 PM

35 Opportunities for people who actually live in the Village to have whatever commerce they can in
order to pay for the outrageous taxes

1/4/2020 4:23 PM

36 Quaint downtown for tourism 1/4/2020 3:48 PM

37 After having explored the world, you realize what a gem Trumansburg is : a quaint little hamlet
yet full of so many well educated and cultured souls. Most towns this size out in the world can
be rather scary with their lack of such. Because of this, tourism is strong here. We have natural
beauty combined with excellent music, art, and minds!

1/4/2020 3:47 PM

38 It would be nice the have a movie theater with good acoustics - that could also be a used for
concerts and plays by traveling theater companies, orchestras, bands etc.

1/4/2020 3:25 PM

39 Ugh on tourism, unless all we care about is serving people not from here and driving up prices
of services Yes they play a part, but first and foremost: residents, please Lets research, design,
and incentivize real mixed use enterprise, small local businesses, and truly affordable housing
options.

1/4/2020 3:25 PM

40 Growth on Main Street 1/4/2020 2:26 PM

41 Eco-tourism, experience based entertainment, farm to table culinary business 1/4/2020 2:06 PM
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42 Tourism. Commerce 1/4/2020 2:00 PM

43 Village land to create recreational space other than the school property; opportunities to get
involved in community projects.

1/4/2020 11:19 AM

44 If the quaint character is maintained/enhanced, and there are more BnBs that will help to
increase tourism bike lanes or some other way to increase connection between black diamond
trail and the village

1/4/2020 7:49 AM

45 We have a beautiful Golf Course ! But it’s never mentioned. You think if golfers came to the
area, they’d spend money ?

1/4/2020 6:00 AM

46 School-community partnerships, create additional outdoor and indoor recreation, additional
dining , enhanced sustainability efforts,

12/31/2019 2:07 PM

47 the old dollar store/video place would be a great place for a movie theatre. there aren't enough
activities for teens here. There should be a fenced in dog park somewhere. this would tie to
your goal of " Encourages social interaction and community engagement in all aspects of
Village life by people of all age groups, income levels, and cultural backgrounds".

12/26/2019 12:48 PM

48 Preserving a bucolic and picturesque atmosphere that makes it unique. 12/25/2019 9:53 AM

49 Small, quaint, unique and varied businesses. 12/22/2019 9:33 PM

50 Definitely tourism; housing development (I was hoping when Atlas and the physical therapists
went into that Main Street location that INHS would see fit to develop apartments or other
housing in the other half of that property, overlooking the creek and on the bus line); I'd hope to
see a cidery establish itself in the Village or nearby; I'd like to see the Fairgrounds used more --
it's such a great facility. I wish we had a movie theater -- now that Cinemapolis has to move
while its surroundings are re-built do you suppose we could convince them to set up a two-
screen movie house somewhere in the Village?

12/21/2019 2:34 PM

51 If the village can expand for the Festival in a sustainable manner and it would lower municipal
service costs to residents I’d be in favor of it. Maybe Dan Smalls could book acts year round
there. We should also renegotiate our school district boundaries (driving down school taxes0;
Ithaca apparently gets tax dollars from homes on the lake (?!). If bus lines going to Rochester,
Buffalo, etc. could stop on demand (you buy a ticket and they pick you up in T’burg) that would
be interesting. That empty building near the post office could be used more wisely; maybe it
could serve as an indoor marketplace . Old housing stock can be fixed and sold for low income
housing (rather than new build). I also favor small single family homes over townhouses.
Become a tree city/village. Celebrate MOOG day annually. Work with the state park on services
for park goers (place to shop, to laundry, alternative to camping). Work with the state park on
extending the Black Diamond Trail into the village. Market the village as an artists community.
Help advertise the great events at the Conservatory & local churches. Continue to work with the
County on being environmental (home energy, electric car charging stations, more trees &
nature walks, composting, etc.). Hold a flea mart at the Farmers Market every Saturday
morning in the Summer. Being on the tourist trails (art, cider, wine, etc.) is wise. I also love
touring our local farms. Historical tours are popular (historic houses, graveyards); more synergy
between the History Center/Historic Ithaca & the Ulyssess HS.

12/21/2019 1:58 PM

52 Tourism and business because NYS highway passes through; right next door to famous
landmarks, i.e. Cayuga Lake, Taughannock Falls, etc.

12/21/2019 12:07 PM

53 Eco tourism - there are many organic farms nearby Light manufacturing could move into some
empty buildings providing tax revenue and jobs. Gig economy - AirBnB can bring people that
spend money here

12/19/2019 5:39 PM

54 The opportunity for the village is tourism. We bring many people here due to the finger lakes,
wineries, and craft breweries. We also will always have the benefit of those associated with
Cornell University and Ithaca College wanting to escape from the city life ( we are a bedroom
community), and they enjoy the quaint quiet of Trumansburg. This has been true for years. We
attract these people because we have a quaint village with amenities and a strong school
system and beautiful old houses. Farmers have access to what they need locally. If one wants
the opportunities of a city atmosphere, one can easily go to Ithaca, Syracuse, Rochester,
Binghamton, Elmira, etc. We have never chosen to allow industry into our village, and that has
been a valued choice.

12/17/2019 9:01 AM

55 Totally disappointed with TAUGHANNOCK falls overlook welcome area. The gift shop does not 12/16/2019 11:11 PM
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carry enough items that pertain to a Trumansburg as it’s hub historically which could feed
tourism up into the village. It promotes the Ithaca concept. A Trumansburg history day
throughout the village and promoted in the school would be great. When I win the lottery I will
be like Pleasant Rowland, buy the whole damn village and fix it. I’d buy the American Legion,
turn that into a multi use Fire Dept, community space and build a new garage for the trucks and
ambulance in that huge unused parking lot. Most under utilized space near the village.

56 Infill development and ADUs. Updated sidewalks. Environmental stewardship and leadership.
Opportunities to increase density within the village to leave green spaces green and the town
less dense. Fire/EMS hub for our region. Bike/hiking trail connection to the Black Diamond Trail

12/16/2019 8:40 PM

57 Being close to Ithaca may make it a good place for start ups. Perhaps Tburg could establish a
shared work space/support hub

12/16/2019 7:48 PM

58 Regular community people and festivals 12/16/2019 5:32 PM

59 Having Main Street businesses that draw people from other locations. 12/16/2019 4:43 PM

60 Agree: tourism improve items listed in #2 Consider establishing an historic district 12/16/2019 4:15 PM

61 Tourism is definitely an opportunity, but the Village would need to spruce itself up more.
Acquiring land along Trumansburg Creek would be good for water quality reasons, but also to
allow access to the creek. If possible, it would be great to have the village purchase the empty
building by the post office to tear it down and resell for more desirable development. Fixing the
footbridge in that area would also be desirable.

12/16/2019 1:35 PM

62 Focus on resident services and if that makes Trumansburg a nice place to visit all the better. 12/16/2019 12:52 PM

63 More events or businesses that will attract a younger crowd. There’s a lot of young people in
Ithaca, let’s see them spend more time and money in Tburg!

12/16/2019 12:46 PM

64 Would love to see more recreation facilities that can be used year-round! Our elementary
school children do not currently have an indoor recreation space to use for recess when it is
raining or too cold and often instead stay indoors for recess and watch television shows. I
would love to see a recreation space that could serve those children during school hours as a
recreation space, and could be used for the community after hours and rented for events by the
public, etc. (I admittedly do not know the kind of land available, if any, on school grounds.) But it
makes sense to me, if at all feasible, to try to address both the school's and public's lack of
indoor recreation space. I do know that folks are discussing the possibility of a pool, but for the
purposes above (kids using the area just for recess), it seems like a large indoor gym with
track, etc. might better address our recreation need.

12/16/2019 12:09 PM

65 Zoning process that encourages the construction of accessory dwelling units to increase
affordability. Construct a community center that serves all ages of Tburg.

12/16/2019 11:02 AM

66 The proposed new neighborhood development behind the Shursave (annexation proposed). 12/16/2019 10:19 AM

67 -Improve aesthetics along Main Street -Establish a Storefront/facade improvement program -
Establish historic districts with guidelines -Commercial infill on Main Street built to sidewalk in
keeping with historic streetscape -Expand Black Diamond Trail into the village -Tourism -Better
promotion/increased programming at Conservatory

12/15/2019 3:16 PM

68 This question is unclear. Opportunities for what? Businesses? Generating tax revenue?
Increasing the population? Opportunities have costs. What brings tourist to the area are largely
things outside of the village. Having a Marriott built may be an opportunity, but it is not desirable
-- it would destroy the uniqueness and charm of Trumansburg.

12/15/2019 12:14 PM

69 Tourism, gastronomic destination, golf course, biking, hiking, cross country skiing - Hector,
farmers market, Taughannock Park, Engaged community - Taking care of T-burg, Scouts,
Garden Club, Library programs, Historical Society, TSCD Foundation, Rotary, youth programs -
summer recreation, TCNS - cooperative early childhood education.

12/14/2019 9:57 PM

70 NOT tourism. Community. But how w to build and heal such a divided one? 12/14/2019 4:05 AM

71 Need to expand, add more land if possible. Need to allow more business, business park, take
tax burden off of residence a little bit.

12/13/2019 9:59 PM

72 Community oriented. Small and self-sustaining. 12/13/2019 6:38 PM

73 Tourism is big and T'burg could be a larger part of what is happening locally to enhance tourist 12/13/2019 2:50 PM
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trade to Fingerlakes.

74 Tourism would be an opportunity if the cultural/business issues cited above were addressed,
particularly in the Main Street area. A focus on cultural development would perhaps encourage
a more diverse community. The village has an opportunity to exert leadership by modeling
ecological sustainability through local initiatives and regulations in construction, business and
agriculture.

12/13/2019 12:45 PM

75 Strong community commitment to help move forward. Yes large increase in future tourism.
Closeness to Ithaca and wineries

12/13/2019 12:31 PM

76 Crescent Way expansion, local wine & cider industry, potential annexation/expansion of
GrassRoots property, expansion of Trumansburg Recreation opportunities

12/13/2019 12:11 PM

77 If there were more specialty shops that catered to tourism, Trumansburg village could become
more of a tourist hub. The village should establish an active committee to find such businesses
and encourage their growth.

12/13/2019 11:09 AM

78 Tourism! (See above). Support AirBnB somehow so it is equitable. 12/13/2019 9:14 AM

79 Tourism, Airbnb, events throughout the year. 12/13/2019 8:46 AM

80 How about a movie theater 12/12/2019 7:28 PM

81 Growing activities for kids, getting more people involved in village activities, 12/12/2019 7:03 PM

82 I would say that it is a great place live, and a great place to raise a family. I think most people
live here for the peace and quiet, spacious yards, lack of traffic and crime. I like it the way it is.
Change is not always a positive thing.

12/12/2019 4:44 PM

83 Keeping restaurants and other businesses thriving seems a good way to draw in visitors. More
affordable places to stay and things to do when visiting local parks for children and adults is
limited.

12/12/2019 2:20 PM

84 More tourism More retail Closer collaboration between school and village 12/12/2019 1:31 PM

85 1. Something like Ithaca'a Rev business support platform. Although TROVE is a great place, it
would be even better if it was larger i.e. supporting more businesses. 2. Some type of venue -
in the village, not on the outskirts - allowing seminars like a conference center with hotel
accommodations. 3. Ongoing entertainment venues such as movie theater, museum, etc. (most
current venues are bars.)

12/12/2019 12:25 PM

86 Building apartments/ townhouses especially for seniors; outbuildings on current lots to increase
density

12/12/2019 11:24 AM

87 Tourism; modest, well planned growth; seasonal festivals 12/12/2019 10:31 AM

88 Hmm I am not sure there are lots of opportunities - though I suspect another restaurant or two
with the "right" food options/cost/etc could fly in this town along with more tai chi, yoga classes
etc. Homespun a fabulous addition! Self employment an option

12/12/2019 10:12 AM

89 Stores within the village, especially one that offers very healthy food choices. ‘community
activities center’ - more cultural activities, perhaps indoor athletics, etc. Another keystone event
to draw tourism-movie festival?, music master class events, etc

11/23/2019 9:49 AM

90 We need a large rental space/venue for events that is also ADA compliant. The TCFA is great,
but they are not ADA compliant with toilets. The American Legion is fine except that you have
to let them cook and use their bar if you rent that space. The Silver Queen farm barn can be
rented out, but is only good in season, and will be on the market soon. Taughannock Park
rentals are good in season only.

11/22/2019 7:54 PM

91 Lots of opportunities for new businesses and storefronts Need for service related businesses
like yard care, house maintenance, fix it people.

11/21/2019 8:32 PM

92 Affordable living. Walkability. Neighborly community. Senior housing. Cute. 11/21/2019 7:16 PM
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Q4 Challenges: What are challenges facing the Village? (example:
changing hospitality trends, such as AirBnB)

Answered: 89 Skipped: 9
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 The challenge is to lose the moniker "North Ithaca". We need to protect our community from
suburban sprawl, especially when access to arable land and clean water are becoming
endangered. My fear is that, in 15 to 20 years, route 96 will be one long stretch of strip malls
and McMansions. Keep greespaces green while building up the core where possible.

1/7/2020 1:30 PM

2 I think the administration does not and IS NOT listening to the residents. The preliminary
approval of the IHNS project proposal says "the opinions of the residents are without merit".
WE LIVE HERE: The administration and Trustees should reflect the wishes and opinions of the
residents. Dismissing our ideas is a BIG challenge, as is Development which will Drastically
change the character of our community.

1/6/2020 11:57 PM

3 "AirBnB" is no more of a challenge than a existing B&B. The only challenge is to make sure
they pay their sales & hospitality taxes, and that houses are maintained as private residences
with only rooms for rent. The GREATEST challenge is not to fall into the trap of the "Growth"
paradigm- "We have to have continuous growth!" At the last meeting I kept hearing "sustainable
growth". Sooner or later that phrase becomes an oxymoron. Limitations are a fact of life, albeit
one that we as humans hate to come to terms with until disaster arrives at our door step. The
Village can keep annexing and annexing until, for example, the capacity of the wastewater
treatment plant or the water supply system is reached, and there we'll be wondering what to do.

1/6/2020 10:15 PM

4 Sadly a remarkably strong school system is going downhill fast that has been the mainstay of a
vital community; residents are taking kids out of schools for a better education elsewhere- what
next?

1/6/2020 5:17 PM

5 Keeping the village small. Do not over develop. Do not sprawl. 1/6/2020 4:55 PM

6 Trumansburg is an expensive place to live. Despite the high cost of living, residents have
invested in their homes and into the community, making the necessary trade-offs because the
benefits outweigh the sacrifices. Finding ways to manage costs while continuing to deliver
valued services and to increase revenues without unduly burdening tax-payers while
maintaining the character of the Village is the biggest challenge we face. Change is inevitable,
but must be done responsibly to preserve the attributes that have drawn families to the Village.
Failure to recognize this will drive residents away and erode economic stability. Development of
clear processes, consistent laws, ordinances and practices, and respectful communication
amongst leadership and residents helps to ensure that community priorities are honored.

1/6/2020 3:45 PM

7 Low tax base. 1/6/2020 11:21 AM

8 Leave things alone 1/6/2020 8:51 AM

9 Cost of housing and lack of diversity. Planning for a commercial district that feels more
cohesive. Planning for gateway entrances to the village that are welcoming and enticing to
traffic on NYS highways.

1/5/2020 7:41 PM

10 Concerned about Air BnB--develop some regulations as this business grows--in line with other
communities that have experienced this? Neighborhoods are part of our strength and attract
families--but not if properties are priced beyond reach because of other than owner occupancy
use. Also--safety, etc. concerns & taxability---are we putting other businesses out of business.
How do we support growing tend & protect the good new trends but fairly regulate.

1/5/2020 5:09 PM

11 Unsustainable burden to village tax payers for services used outside the village 1/5/2020 2:41 PM

12 Lack of diverse restaurant choices/family friendly choices Difficulty with transportation other
than driving (Uber is pricey, bus schedule isn't consistent) No major hotels Empty storefronts
not easily filled due to raising rents and taxes. Town closes fairly early Police presence/speed
trap can be counted on always, and makes for a certain negative connotation towards town.

1/5/2020 1:54 PM

13 Incorporating a large number of potential new residents of South St project gets done 1/5/2020 1:05 PM

14 Taxes much too high, lack of affordable housing, changing hospitality trends, 1/5/2020 10:52 AM

15 need more lodging options for visitors - no hotels, B&Bs are pricey, we seem to just get the day
trippers then they go back to Ithaca to spend their tourist $

1/5/2020 9:52 AM

16 I think because of our location we lack race and socioeconomic diversity. Perhaps by adding
more affordable housing we can improve in this area.

1/5/2020 9:25 AM
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17 Lack of diversity and opportunities for youth 1/5/2020 9:21 AM

18 Lack of single family homes, lack of leadership skills in political positions, narrow public interest,
lack of visioning by and communication of this vision with public.

1/5/2020 7:42 AM

19 Trying to keep the small town feel, while at the same time the populations grows. 1/5/2020 7:22 AM

20 The biggest challenge is that the village is gentrifying, with all the stress that brings. There are
more moderate and high-income residents (often more used to urban areas) and visitors than
previously, and the long-time residents are feeling alienated. New restaurants are relatively
expensive - ie, for the new crowd and tourists, not the old-timers. There is a rift in the village
and I don't see anyone publicly acknowledging it, let alone addressing it. It's too small a village
for people to feel "left out" and not participate.

1/5/2020 3:01 AM

21 There are too many Air BNBs. Air BNB owners need to follow refs for safety and pay taxes.
Growth without thoughtful design and code guidelines needs to cease. We’re a small village—
let’s stay that way. Folks can settle in, and develop, elsewhere. How can we help people to
tastefully improve structures while allowing for personal freedom? Let’s have some community
education on our beautiful architecture examples and help owners/builders/designers to
perform their work in keeping with present structures.

1/4/2020 11:25 PM

22 People wanting to turn Trumansburg into ithaca 1/4/2020 11:22 PM

23 Limited transportation to/from Ithaca making it difficult for Ithaca residents to visit tburg 1/4/2020 10:49 PM

24 We need small homes for young families to own. Already there are young families moving to
Interlaken because we don’t have HOMES for them.

1/4/2020 9:57 PM

25 Being a diverse and welcoming community 1/4/2020 9:08 PM

26 - High taxes that may force folks to move away or settle somewhere else. - 1/4/2020 8:53 PM

27 Reducing taxes 1/4/2020 8:52 PM

28 Grassroots taking over the town ruling all economic decisions By town supervisor. 1/4/2020 8:31 PM

29 The challenge facing the Village in my opinion (which may or may not affect comprehensive
planning) is that it is a smug, affluent, insular little bubble. If you don't make a lot of money
and/or you live outside the village in the rural areas, you really are looked down upon by village
residents. The message is conveyed quite clearly and frequently that you just aren't a member
of the club. We are in the Town of Ulysses and had children in the school and, as residents of
the Village, you may not be aware of the "us and them" attitude that is projected to anyone
outside the Village, but it is very real. And when anyone I know is considering moving to the
Village, this is an opinion I am sure to share with them. The opposition to the South Street
development that Claudia Brenner is involved with is a case in point, Tburg-ers like to talk about
diversity but it's really just a gated community without the gates, and god forbid you let renters
in.

1/4/2020 7:53 PM

30 Traffic from increased housing development proposed. Very limited opportunities for lower
income families to purchase a home in the village.

1/4/2020 6:13 PM

31 Balance of old and new. Keeping the old time village feel while more people move in amd
tourism grows

1/4/2020 5:54 PM

32 Breaking through stereotypes and encouraging new ideas that will help our community do
better financially and aesthetically.

1/4/2020 5:23 PM

33 1. The high cost of the water bill added to the rising rents will make it difficult to keep housing
affordable. 2. If the cleanliness of our natural resources (the lake) is not considered we may
lose our recreational source and drinking water. 3. It is important to keep track of the poor in our
community. There are people who face homelessness and there should be some services here,
so they don't have to go to Ithaca. 4. We should plan development so that sprawl doesn't
happen unnecessarily, and it is important to have green spaces within the village.

1/4/2020 5:21 PM

34 These are not challenges yet what community members are trying to do to afford VILLAGE and
local taxes—- you are the source of the challenge- how much is this company getting paid to
administer this survey which anyone can do for free on the internet?

1/4/2020 4:23 PM

35 Keeping cost/taxes reasonable for homeowners 1/4/2020 3:48 PM
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36 The biggest challenge is in how to preserve the Village as the Village. Please don't develope
this precious hamlet into an extension of Ithaca!!

1/4/2020 3:47 PM

37 Trumansburg is losing its Small-Town feel. People want to develop it and expand - soon all the
open spaces will be swallowed by developments. Ithaca, Trumansburg, and Interlaken, will
merge and become one CITY. I HATE that!!!! Ithaca has already been swallowed by BIG UGLY
BUILDINGS! Some people see it as great progress, I see it as a great Shame! Yes, there are
too many people on this planet and there seems to be nothing anyone wants to do about it. It
would help if people voluntarily stopped having more than two kids per family.

1/4/2020 3:25 PM

38 Just like this country: social division. Ideology, fear and hatred seeping into everything. This
community needs to heal and it starts with each of us letting go of the issues we are immobile
on, and shifting that energy to better understand other perspectives. Also, the Rongo, a place
where people from all backgrounds convened around music and decent food, is gone. We need
a community center that is cultural, community based, and open to ALL. We also need a ReUse
Center. :-)

1/4/2020 3:25 PM

39 Strong opposition to growth and change limiting ability for village to maintain appeal and
resources for young families.

1/4/2020 2:26 PM

40 Maintaining strong community and safety while offering varied housing options to new families,
conscientious development that maintains the village’s character

1/4/2020 2:06 PM

41 Rural small town 1/4/2020 2:00 PM

42 AirBnB rentals do cause some concern, as transient people don't recognize neighborhood
traffic, children in streets or quiet areas.

1/4/2020 11:19 AM

43 AirBnB may be a good thing for tourism if managed properly within the village and allowed in
the town of Ulysses Updating aging Infrastructure We need more interesting little shops to
appeal to tourists, yet it's hard for them to be economically viable in the off season

1/4/2020 7:49 AM

44 We need to make our Village more user friendly. Why can’t we have more events that allow
outside vendors & drinking ? Watkins Glen doesn’t seem to have problems.

1/4/2020 6:00 AM

45 NIMBY attitudes, limited tax base (commercial and stagnant population), insufficient
accommodations for visitors, infrastructure (water etc.)

12/31/2019 2:07 PM

46 efforts to consolidate services and other local municipalities that have removed village status.
Sidewalk does not extend down to shur save - seems dangerous in winter.

12/26/2019 12:48 PM

47 Promoting ideas to increase housing density which defies scientific data that recommends more
wooded/green space to offset climate warming.

12/25/2019 9:53 AM

48 TRAFFIC, too many cars! 12/22/2019 9:33 PM

49 I have a great issue with AirBnB because it takes long-term rental housing off the market, and
we could certainly use more of that. We need more athletic facilities that are open to the public.
And we should be cleaning up the polluted ponds near the school

12/21/2019 2:34 PM

50 AirBnB seems to be a challenge for the whole county. The gig economy should be addressed
on the state and local levels. Affordability is an issue on the county/village level — the taxes are
high in NYS and there is a movement to leave to cheaper regions. I’m glad the police force
monitors traffic but there are a lot of large trucks that come barreling through even on off hours.
I was against the Seneca incinerator as it would add such trucks to our roads and negatively
effect & endanger our environment. Be careful about taking money from big developers just to
drive down costs; plans should fit the community and not negatively impact those who already
are living here (driving down home values, adding heavy traffic, effecting wildlife habitat,
endangering wetlands, light & sound pollution, etc.). Habitat for Humanity’s approach (slow
growth, single family homes) works better than the INHS project. I miss INHS’s former efforts to
salvage older housing stock and sell them at affordable rates. I sympathize with those who live
near to the project as I think there are better places to put such a project (the corner of 96 B &
Seneca, or just down the road — the land across from Redders is open and right on the
highway where the bus could stop). I rather expand the village border to these areas than upset
current residents. I don’t think the project is in keeping with the Village’s prior Comprehensive
plan so what is the worth of having a CP?

12/21/2019 1:58 PM

51 Overly protective homeowners that oppose development can make new additions to our
community feel unwelcome. Limited options for public transportation to and from Ithaca.

12/19/2019 5:39 PM
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52 I worry about it growing too big and too fast, especially without the resources to accommodate
such growth. I worry that taxes are becoming so high that people are beginning to leave our
community. I worry that our village will no longer feel safe, and it will no longer be able to
financially support its long time residents.

12/17/2019 9:01 AM

53 Challenge is growth and that’s difficult. Dwindling school enrollment is due to the fact families
cannot afford more than one or two children anymore. Large families are almost unheard of.
Many Millennials are choosing to not have children at all. This demographic will become even
more popular. We have plenty of B&B’s in the area and their room prices are very high. Their
vacancy rate is low. I think anyone choosing to run a rental of their personal home should be
able to do so. It’s their home, they are insured and big brother needs to butt out.

12/16/2019 11:11 PM

54 Community resistance to change. affordability. Aging population. Large single family homes are
not ideal for young families anymore. Need of recreation opportunities for youth and teens.
Storm water management.

12/16/2019 8:40 PM

55 Transportation, affordable housing, and how to continue offering the amazing services we have
(Ambulance, EMT, fire, great schools) without taxing people out of the village. We need to
increase our population if we are to keep our tax base to a somewhat affordable level. We get a
lot for our taxes, we just need a larger tax base to spread out the cost.

12/16/2019 7:48 PM

56 Affordable energy and keeping up with newer technology and not falling behind, infrastructure,
clean water

12/16/2019 5:32 PM

57 The infrastructure is aging and needs a long term fix. 12/16/2019 4:43 PM

58 Taxes, especially school taxes Plan control growth! 12/16/2019 4:15 PM

59 High taxes which are only partly caused by the Village. Consolidating with the Town of Ulysses
would likely save taxpayer's money. A financial study of the impact of consolidation should be
done to see what the savings would be to village residents. I do not see Air BnB as a problem
out here.

12/16/2019 1:35 PM

60 Paying our way for needed renovations. 12/16/2019 12:52 PM

61 Unaffordable rent. 12/16/2019 12:46 PM

62 Airbnb homes are definitely an issue; particularly non-owner occupied ones in residential
neighborhoods. Zoning laws should address this so residential neighborhoods don't become
sites of commercial activity. High taxes and affordability remain an issue, particularly for long-
time, aging residents or for families just getting started.

12/16/2019 12:09 PM

63 AirBnB is not a challenge. It is an issue if it is viewed this way. It is necessary to increase the
affordability of living in the village. NIMBYism is a challenge from the aging residents who are
not willing to embrace inevitable change.

12/16/2019 11:02 AM

64 Excessively rapid home value escalation changing the character of the village and who can live
there (people taxed out of homes they may have lived in for decades). Paying for sufficient
work to keep water lines functional and reliable.

12/16/2019 10:19 AM

65 -Development pressures -Increasing traffic on Main Street/Rt. 96 -Taxes -Trumansburg losing
its identity

12/15/2019 3:16 PM

66 The desire on the part of some particularly in the village government for over development --
such as the proposed Grassroots development which would do for Trumansburg what
Dollywood did for Pigeon Hollow (not desirable).

12/15/2019 12:14 PM

67 Sustainability - need to increase tax base to continue to improve schools, and village programs
without undue burden to tax base. Transportation to Ithaca. How to attract, and welcome, a
more diverse (economic, race and age ) population.

12/14/2019 9:57 PM

68 Divisiveness. Limited dining. 12/14/2019 4:05 AM

69 Infrastructure. Have to put money aside for the next project. Eg we built new water, but should
start saving for the next water tower now. Going to need a new one I. 40 years and going to
cost 10 times as much.

12/13/2019 9:59 PM

70 South St. development, with increase in traffic; residents, especially new ones, get confused
about Village/Town boards, committees, rules, etc., making it difficult to follow projects as they
proceed.

12/13/2019 9:30 PM
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71 Lack of consideration/respect of the historically unique character of this village. Grow but
maintain the identity.

12/13/2019 6:38 PM

72 Not paying more attention to the needs of others, ex: people on fixed income not able to pay
taxes which go up every year while their income does not. This forces them to move out and
that is a shame for everyone. We cannot keep expecting people to agree on school budgets
that go up every year.

12/13/2019 2:50 PM

73 Climate change, immigration, sustainability are issues that will continue to have an increasing
impact. These can be leveraged in a vision for a more diverse and sustainable community.
However, the NYS funding formula for schools is crushing property taxes everywhere which
presents a real challenge to affordable housing, investment in renewable energy and
agriculture, as well as to small-business development.

12/13/2019 12:45 PM

74 How to keep taxes low will providing the great services we have been use to 12/13/2019 12:31 PM

75 members of community resistant to change, perception of local gov't not following
rules/regulations, high cost of living in relatively impoverished rural New York

12/13/2019 12:11 PM

76 Limited tax base. We need some active businesses which will share some of the tax burden.
Again, the village needs to come up with a way to encourage new and growing small
businesses.

12/13/2019 11:09 AM

77 1. Aging infrastructure (water & sewer lines) and it seems like the Vllg is way behind in saving
up for these things. Also stormwater management.

12/13/2019 9:14 AM

78 Affordable rentals in the village WITHOUT income restriction 12/12/2019 7:28 PM

79 Negative people. Pretty soon no one will want to volunteer or run for office because they get so
much slack.

12/12/2019 7:03 PM

80 Poorly planned development will bring traffic, noise, and possible flooding. Most of us already
face issues with excess water on our properties when it rains. I enjoy Grassroots but I don’t like
what they do with the properties they own. Formerly beautiful farm fields are now repositories of
dozens of PortaJohns and old buses and truck trailers.

12/12/2019 4:44 PM

81 Our bed and breakfast business seems to struggle. Some long-established places seem to do
well but we've had many places fail over the past few years. AirBnB makes sense for
affordability. There is no low cost place to stay in and around Tburg.

12/12/2019 2:20 PM

82 High housing costs relative to surrounding areas (including rent & taxes) Aging population,
shrinking school population (-> high school expenses per student) Lack of diversity - ethnic,
economic, racial Isolation from the larger world; danger of provincialism.

12/12/2019 1:31 PM

83 To me, the greatest challenge is effecting a reason for the maintenance and growth of Tburg
beyond being a bedroom community for Ithaca. I believe the focus should be on creating a
reason to be "in town", not at a venue behind SureSave. Also, we should be aware that building
up the local population via a housing development prior to having more reasons to be/stay "in"
Tburg is putting the cart before the horse.

12/12/2019 12:25 PM

84 Keeping frequent, open communication - Village does a good job, but always an ongoing
challenge. Taxes, revenue. Parking, safety and traffic flow that accompany any growth in
residency or tourism. Hospitality trends.

12/12/2019 10:31 AM

85 I do not think Air BnB is a challenge - I think in ways it could be a blessing allowing some
current residents to stay afloat financially with rising taxes, water, etc.

12/12/2019 10:12 AM

86 Managing development pressures against current small town feel. allowing broad socio-
economic diversity of residents while maintaining welcoming and accepting attitudes by all.

11/23/2019 9:49 AM

87 High rentals for those who want to rent. Some Businesses seem to struggle to stay. It seems
that there are not enough people to work in local businesses, such as ShurSave.

11/22/2019 7:54 PM

88 Need new young families who want to raise kids here. Need growth in the school. 11/21/2019 8:32 PM

89 Rising costs of living. Opposition to change. 11/21/2019 7:16 PM
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Q5 Any additional comments or thoughts not addressed above?
Answered: 65 Skipped: 33
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 Thanks for asking! 1/7/2020 1:30 PM

2 The mayor should have recused himself from opinions and promoting development when his
wife is a local realtor and she may very well make mega money if the INHS project goes forth.
This POSSIBLE project does not conform to the previous Comprehensive Plan. INHS is known
to violate existing neigh hoods by making their projects all look the same. The mayor would
also not permit people on the Zoning Board who have lived here for years. INSTEAD he
enlisted the help of an architect who disregarded the character of Taughanock Farms Inn by
making a concrete wall.

1/6/2020 11:57 PM

3 Good luck with this one "Cassandra". (consult the Greek Classics) 1/6/2020 10:15 PM

4 As a thirty year resident I would hope that this little village could come together to create ways
to solve problems together and to be a model for the country of a village that chose their own
way collectively and wisely toward a future that protects the only thing that matters in this
urgent time, our natural resources and a collective vision to protect that which the rest of the
world is at a loss to sustain due to alternate allegiances. Progressively and actively involved
commitment by community is the only way forward.

1/6/2020 5:17 PM

5 Maintaining a safe and environmentally friendly quality of life in the Village that complements
and respects natural beauty of the area and protects the rights of residents is a high priority.
Significant value should be placed on preserving green spaces and pedestrian friendly
thoroughfares to provide residents easy access to outdoor activities. Bigger is not always
better.

1/6/2020 3:45 PM

6 Our community leaders have been doing an excellent job of soliciting various perspectives
before embarking on any significant changes.

1/6/2020 11:21 AM

7 Do not need to change anything Keep history!!!!! 1/6/2020 8:51 AM

8 Good luck in your work and thank you for volunteering to help with such a necessary task. 1/5/2020 7:41 PM

9 Maintaining the status quo of existing infrastructure and communitywide dynamics of the
eclecticism should be priority no. 1.

1/5/2020 5:58 PM

10 Public transportation schedules. If village continues to grow, will public transportation be able to
rise to needs of varied work schedules. And help lessen single occupant commuting. Paying
attention to projected growth and services required to support that. Our water systems, our
good fire & medical emergency services, our good village workers--staffing needs as expansion
happens. Etc.

1/5/2020 5:09 PM

11 Please identify green space areas and offer opportunity for rezoning certain sections to bring in
business

1/5/2020 2:41 PM

12 Tburg is great and we love it here. There are great parts of the community and we have found
many friends. There are of course challenges and opportunities from business to transportation
to recreation and education. As with most suburban towns it will continue to grow and evolve as
it grows and changes. That's exactly why we moved here.

1/5/2020 1:54 PM

13 I love Tburg. Thank you for caring. 1/5/2020 9:21 AM

14 We love Trumansburg despite any concerns we have listed above! 1/5/2020 7:42 AM

15 It might be a bit financially difficult. But with the expanding population, it would be nice if we had
more local law and fire department resources available 24/7 some how. To myself and other
local people I've talked with, there are noticable issues/gaps in those areas. If people that are
law abiding can see the problems, the unfortunate part of society, that seeks opportunities to
commit crimes can see it even better. The unfortunate lag time in fire department response,
could use a better solution also. (Everyone with the fire department does a good job and are
wonderful people. Very efficient once they get on sight)

1/5/2020 7:22 AM

16 Many people here don't want the village to grow - evolve and change yes, but not become
substantially larger than it is. People have moved here precisely because it's a small rural
village. It seems the assumption of this planning process is that the village has to grow, but I
don't think that assumption has been validated by the village population overall. Thanks for the
questionnaire.

1/5/2020 3:01 AM
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17 Let’s find a way to have an unbiased approach to all aspects of codes—writing them,
implementing them,staffing the position, slowing variances being handed out, slowing growth
for growth’s sake.

1/4/2020 11:25 PM

18 Don't turn Tburg into Ithaca. 1/4/2020 11:22 PM

19 Please find ways to get families to move here. Rentals are okay but homes are permanent
living and ownership to be proud of and want to keep the property appealing!

1/4/2020 9:57 PM

20 How does grassroots benefit the Trumansburg community since they are a non for profit
organization and do not contribute to the local tax base. Grassroots wants me and other
residents want to leave the small town of Trumansburg. Keep it a agricultural district not a
festival supporting town.

1/4/2020 8:31 PM

21 Need to keep our small town feel. The tburg farmers market is a great place to keep going. 1/4/2020 6:13 PM

22 More sidewalks or replacing them on village streets but not at the cost of vehicle safety which
happened at the congress street route 96 intersection that causes blind spots for drivers when it
was redone. So dangerous now. I live in village and walk and drive. Want it safe for all

1/4/2020 5:54 PM

23 I love living here and always enjoy coming back here from my travels. 1/4/2020 5:23 PM

24 Public transportation around the village for those that don't drive (or shouldn't) would be good to
consider. Small buses to Ithaca with more runs would also be helpful. I would love a direct bus
to Tompkins Cortland in Dryden.

1/4/2020 5:21 PM

25 How many people live in the Village of Trumansburg who are on this committee ??How do you
think they have the right to suggest these expensive improvements but DONOT pay Village
taxes???

1/4/2020 4:23 PM

26 Please consider the Grass is Greener mentality. Trumansburg is a real gem! Please don't
change it into what you can find anywhere else. Those who are not happy with the way it
currently is, shouldn't live here. Most of us just love this little 'burg!

1/4/2020 3:47 PM

27 Make the old Laundromat on Main Street next to the Gem Shop into a Community Center, with
a place to hang out for people of all ages - with a place to sit and eat snacks - with volunteers
making hot water for tea, lemonade, coffee - whatever - a place to sit on couches and read
books and magazines donated by Tburgers - build a deck on the back of the building looking
out on the creek, have stairs going down from the deck to a hoop for basketball, and a few
benches next to the creek......

1/4/2020 3:25 PM

28 Thanks for doing this. 1/4/2020 3:25 PM

29 We need to SLOW TRAFFIC along Main Street and get pedestrians safer coming from trailer
par to Main Street and village. Sidewalk from Seneca rd to mainstreet down town.

1/4/2020 2:00 PM

30 No 1/4/2020 11:19 AM

31 Affordability of housing is an increasing concern 1/4/2020 7:49 AM

32 Trumansburg has become that village where you have the do-gooders, the same people
involved in everything & who insist on their way. There are many things they have
accomplished. There are many other things they have done that I personally wonder why ?
There are other people who would like to be involved but get turned off by that “my way or the
highway culture” .

1/4/2020 6:00 AM

33 Poor lighting on some residential streets, better enforcement and acknowledgement of
pedestrian needs, need better communication about services - e.g. brush pick-up schedule,

12/31/2019 2:07 PM

34 having fiber internet to the home in the village is a HUGE advantage over the ithaca area,
should be promoted by local govt. I'd like to see some representation of holidays beyond
Christmas at village hall (ie; the huge blow up stuff not token little things). Local representatives
often talk down to people. give lectures. condescending.

12/26/2019 12:48 PM

35 Why did Planning Committee approve "Hamilton Square" or Crescent Way" when the majority
of the Village residents were clearly against it going ahead?

12/22/2019 9:33 PM

36 I live slightly outside the Village but am so pleased to be here -- it's a great community with
loads of caring and talented people, volunteer opportunities, and good restaurants. I really can't
imagine living anywhere else.

12/21/2019 2:34 PM
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37 Surveys are an easy way to provide feedback. Due to my work schedule I’m not always able to
attend village meetings. I didn’t speak against the INHS plan as I was intimidated by those who
were for it slandering those against it aggressively with name calling (it shuts down debate —
presumes that your reason for opposition is prejudice rather than other values and concerns:
environment, peace & quiet, effect on home value, etc.). I struggle to make ends meet & was
low income when. I purchased my first home, a fixer upper; this is my second home — also a
fixer upper — & I still struggle (my salary has improved a bit —I started under 40 grand and
now make close to 60 grand) but am doing ok so long as costs don’t balloon (or I don’t lose
employment). Most my money goes to the house and expenses; one’s home is often a large
part of one’s life savings & ultimately the ability to retire. Thanks for sending out the survey.

12/21/2019 1:58 PM

38 We need more and/or better Christmas decorations on Main Street to dress up the village! 12/21/2019 12:07 PM

39 Before Trumansburg makes any plans for expansion, it must address the needs of its current
residents. It is difficult to support growth, when many feel our school and village taxes are
already too high and are not serving the needs of our long time residents. Fix what’s broken
first, especially the water issues and sidewalks! We don’t even make our village look very
holiday-ish when compared to other small towns. It needs a facelift, and we need to support
those trying to make the existing structures look nice and keep businesses small and inviting.
We can’t even seem to support and pull off a winter fest- certainly not like the good old days!
We don’t need big new developments or big new cultural centers or big recreation domes with
pools inside. If I want that, I travel the short distance to get there. I want where I live to stay
small, quaint, and affordable, and I want my village to respect the years I have devoted to
keeping a nice home and being respectful of my neighbors and other residents.

12/17/2019 9:01 AM

40 If there was any wish, it would be that the developer of South street bought the land behind
Shur Save and put her monstrosity of an apartment complex there. It’s near a drug store, a
grocery store, a bus stop and a school. All within short walking distance. The concept is needed
but so short sited putting it smack dab in the middle of an already established neighborhood. se
la vie We need to be careful how we address this in the future. There’s a big difference between
“residential” neighborhoods of single family homes and a large apartment complex. We need to
be mindful that as the legalization of marijuana approaches we have zoning carefully in place to
protect residents and potential investors of dispensaries, and farmers that may grow it. Where,
if and how we will allow it. We need to carefully consider how our commercial structures visually
blend with the historical character of the village ( ie, no big mistakes like the former family dollar
eyesore that still remains vacant). Review “ grandfathering in” new owners of older structures to
make them compliant to updated zoning. Fire inspections of all village apartment buildings
should be required making sure they have adequate exits, fire detection and carbon monoxide
monitoring.

12/16/2019 11:11 PM

41 Our village needs to take a hard look at what we will do to combat climate change and the
variety of unanticipated consequence that come along with it. What hard changes are we willing
to make? Demand community solar? Ban Natural Gas? Rain capture for watering? Low flow
fixtures? ban pesticides, chemical fertilizers and other water pollutants? Find more ways to
reduce number of cars on the road and where folks are driving. Ban single use plastics (not just
bags, but styrofoam and carry out containers too).
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/five-ways-cities-are-acting-climate
https://ecovillage.org/resources/climate-solutions/ How are ways that the comprehensive plan
can lay the ground work for that?

12/16/2019 8:40 PM

42 I love the magical village of Trumansburg. 12/16/2019 7:48 PM

43 Small town with LOCAL focus. But real locals with families and budgets not just hipsters that
think its trendy to buy fair trade organic stuff

12/16/2019 5:32 PM

44 I saw a map recently regarding Grassroots proposing a large development outside the village. I
was confused why a festival that runs 1 week out of the year would be interested in such a
project. I hope the community thinks long and hard as to how this would impact us. I've shown it
to various people of different ages and backgrounds and all of them were equally confused.

12/16/2019 4:43 PM

45 I feel like the sidewalks and general look of the downtown area are a bit dingy. Sweeping the
sidewalks and better landscaping in the summer would really help perk up the downtown (i.e.
more professional looking planters and plantings. Check out the planters in the City of Ithaca.
They are amazing).

12/16/2019 1:35 PM

46 I don’t like how you gave “examples” for these answers. You’re influencing people’s answers by
doing so.

12/16/2019 12:46 PM
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47 The village has made significant efforts to increase access to information sharing and
engagement. This must continue to evolve and add more content with ease of access for all
ages. Monthly newsletters, podcast interviews, improved website with easier navigation. It is
going to take an increase in the budget to allow someone to dedicate more time to this effort.

12/16/2019 11:02 AM

48 Stormwater study should be conducted in collaboration with Town of Ulysses. HABs in the lake
are a very important issue to address. Some consideration of shared services with Town of
Ulysses should be undertaken to save tax funds and make services more consistent and more
reliable.

12/16/2019 10:19 AM

49 -Bury overhead utilities along Main Street -Better code enforcement of junk in residential yards -
More street trees -Replace existing streetlights with non-light polluting LED fixtures -
Cautiousness and thoughtfulness regarding future development (design and density)

12/15/2019 3:16 PM

50 Please treat this as the opinion of two people since we did it together. 12/15/2019 12:14 PM

51 Thanks for asking! 12/14/2019 9:57 PM

52 Need more community activities like winter fest, need more. During the summer Watkins Glen
has something going on every weekend. The village needs to do this to keep people coming to
town. Need a community center for kids and activity for them.

12/13/2019 9:59 PM

53 Keep the neighborhood concept. That is one of our largest strengths but it could be lost if
developers don't are encouraged to pay attention to it. We need to do more to support our
farmers that surround those same neighborhoods. Together we form the T'burg community.

12/13/2019 2:50 PM

54 There are limits to local action. Communities like Trumansburg need to lead by being politically
engaged in county, state and national policy conversations. The Comprehensive plan should
align with state and national issues. Local government needs to more actively advance state
and national legislative agendas by inviting dialogue with our state and national government
representatives.

12/13/2019 12:45 PM

55 The village board, with community support, needs to develop bold plans to provide for more
housing which will help support current businesses and allow for some business expansion

12/13/2019 12:31 PM

56 If any projects are identified in this new Comprehensive Plan, these projects need to be carried
out and not just listed. The Village Board needs to stay on top of these projects and make sure
that they are completed.

12/13/2019 11:09 AM

57 1. Your examples for each question may influence people's responses. I would suggest that
next time you use examples that are not relevant to Trumansburg. 2. Also, not quite clear on
the difference between "limitations" and "challenges". 3. Consider how/whether more services
can be shared with the town gov.

12/13/2019 9:14 AM

58 Need more activities for preschoolers....ie, indoor play space Storytime is great, but just once a
week.

12/12/2019 7:28 PM

59 I think that in ten years, Trumansburg will look like Dryden. I don’t think that’s a good thing. 12/12/2019 4:44 PM

60 Transportation is an issue. For residents who wish to take a bus to work and home choices are
limited and to go to into Ithaca for the evening requires a car. It may not be cost effective for
TCAT to provide service expanded service to us so I'm not sure how to address the limited
access to public transportation.

12/12/2019 2:20 PM

61 Thank you for the effort to get input. 12/12/2019 10:31 AM

62 I think what happened with the South Street Development, lack of true dialog between
generations and the name calling that existed damaged our community and it has not been
truly attended to since.

12/12/2019 10:12 AM

63 Whenever I see larger development plans like the grassroots one I can’t seem to understand
why. Is the town struggling? Why would we want large influxes of people? I chose to live in a
small town for a reason.

11/26/2019 11:25 AM

64 To all those working on this - thank you for delving in with time and commitment! 11/23/2019 9:49 AM

65 We need a street tree planting program. The farmers market will need trees planted to be ready
for when the big weeping willow goes.

11/22/2019 7:54 PM



 

Village of Trumansburg 

Comprehensive Plan Survey 

The survey was available online as a Google Form, on the Village                       

website as a printable PDF, and at the Village Offices in hard copy.  

The survey was initially slated to run for the month of June 2020 and                           

was later extended through July 2020. During that time 266                   

residents completed the survey. 

Residents were made aware of the survey via the Village website,                     

local news media, social media postings, and a postcard mailing. 



We value your opinion!
The Village of Trumansburg is reviewing and revising its 

Comprehensive Plan and Zoning and we need your input! 

The Comprehensive Plan Committee, working with planning consultant 
EDR, has put together a survey where you can share your ideas.

Survey available until June 30th

Online at https://tinyurl.com/TburgSurvey
Paper copy on the Village Office porch (56 East Main Street)

https://tinyurl.com/TburgSurvey












































































Members of the CPZR, 

Thank you for the great effort you have put in to revising the Comprehensive Plan with the Zoning 
ordinance to follow. Having been on the committee I know how difficult it is to draft a plan that will be 
fair and forward looking. 

After reading the Plan I saw many items that I agree with. There were also some trends that were 
pointing in directions that may lead to problems in the future. 

There is no mention of the nature of the Village. The previous Plan had characterized Trumansburg as 
being a rural village. The new Plan does not restate this although I don‘t think the Village has changed 
enough to call it anything else. We are surrounded by cash crops, orchards and livestock. Within six or 
seven miles there are few other types of enterprise excepting two food outlets a hardware store and a 
post office. The last Plan encouraged the Village to remain rural and I agree. 

There is an emphasis on development and infill. I think infill might be a good idea if strictly regulated 
The difference between building a single family or duplex building as opposed to a multi—unit building 
is vast. Deep lots can be developed with consideration to the surrounding neighborhood or they can be 
built out of character with the adjacent properties. I would urge the committee to consider the 
implications of this when moving on to zoning revision. This provision is currently in the Zoning 
Ordinance and I would like to see this in the new one as well. 

Trumansburg has developed in what I would call an organic fashion. When the need for new businesses 
or housing occurred, they appeared. We have never been a planned community. Tompkins County has 
recently taken on a greater role in proposing and implementing control over the municipalities lying 
within its border. The current " Nodal Plan " may have the opposite affect than expected. At a meeting 
of the CPZR/EDU with the public there was a map of the County. The " Nodes " placed lower income 
housing at the far end of Tompkins. This would make it much harder for public transportation to get 
people to Ithaca, where most of the work is located. I don‘t see this as a good plan, nor did Paul 
Mazzerella former founder and head of Ithaca Neighborhood Housing who strongly stated " Build 
housing where people can easily get to work ". 1 recommend that the Committee resist County 

Planning objectives and pressures unless they fall in line for what‘s best for Trumansburg. Of course 
this is subjective, but I think it is worthy of solid consideration. 

My last thoughts and possibly strongest feelings concern how the Comp Plan and Zoning Ordinance 
will be implemented and enforced. In the recent past, pressures of a very large developer made 
themselves felt in many ways. This could easily happen again. There is no recourse for Residents to 

influence the various Boards that govern the Village without going to court to sue. There is no 

responsible oversight for these boards to make them adhere to local, state,or even federal statutes. 
People trust the members of these boards to educate and obey the statutes under which they operate. I 
know this may sound like sour grapes but I would like to point out a few instances where boards have 

neglected or usurped the powers given to them by statute. 

While going through the SEQR determination, the Planning Board was asked by the Zoning Officer 
what portion of a development had a water table 5 feet or less. No one at the meeting could say. This is 

a Federal regulation to establish whether or not a property was capable of being developed and if it 
qualified for funding. The developers submission had a geological study done which determined that 

more than 20% of the land did have a water table 5 feet or under. This wasn‘t considered in the SEQR 

process.



The Planning Board was asked before their final vote on the need for an Environmental Impact 
Statement by the Zoning Officer whether the members had familiarized themselves with NYS SEQR 
Handbook which draws explicit causes that would trigger an EIS. The Zoning Officer was cut off by 
the chair person and the developers lawyer. There ere 5 out of seven factors that would have made an 
EIS mandatory. Te Planning Board passed the SEQR without an Eis. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals granted variances to a large developer right after the conclusion of Public 
Comment at a Public Hearing. This was discussed for 10 minutes after the close of commentary 
without any consideration for Public Comment. In granting two variances the Board of Appeals over 
ruled the Zoning Ordinance by what could only be considered a rewriting of the Zoning Ordinance. 

He Board of Trustees, knowing these infractions had taken place did nothing. 

What I‘m trying to convey here is that a Comp Plan and Zoning Ordinance aren‘t worth much unless 
they are strictly enforced. Unless there is some oversight other than NYS Supreme Court ( to which I 
was referred to by the current Zoning Officer for a simple determination ) these documents are not 
valuable 

Thank you, 

Jack Katz 
13 South St 
Trumansburg



I have read the entire Draft Comprehensive Plan and would like to make the following 

comments: 

I lived in Trumansburg for 36 years, 32 years at 13 South Street which is one of the 

— oldest neighborhoods in the village. Our lot is 48 x 170 feet and is set back from the 

road 15 feet. This is one of the smallest lots in the village. We have a single lane 

driveway that runs very close to the side of the house and is directly on the border with 

17 South Street. We border three neighboring properties and only one has a privacy 

fence built because of an in ground swimming pool. 

Most all of the properties in the Whig and South Street neighborhoods do not have 
privacy fences. I believe that is because it is not the custom in this village to have 

fences and second it also visually gives a very open space in the interior for all the 
houses in the block. Although the properties may not have a great deal of square footage 
we have a feel of openness in the neighborhood. 

With that description in mind, I would like to address two points in the comp plan that I 

think are important. 

First is the plan to encourage infill development. Placing additional buildings behind 
existing buildings will create a density that is not desirable, in my opinion. It diminishes 
the green space that is available and would create a need to isolate your own property 
from the additional buildings. If the architecture is different from the existing 
neighborhood it will also diminish the character of the neighborhood. I believe it would 
also diminish the property values as most prospective buyers to Trumansburg appreciate 
the historic charm and green spaces that many neighborhoods have. It has been stated 
in the comp plan that the rising tax burden in this village is burdensome to senior 
citizens and infill would help to reduce taxes. I can clearly state that I have never, ever 
seen my taxes decrease in the 36 years we have lived in this village, town and 
Trumansburg School District. More development means more services and 
maintenance to the village as well as increasing school populations. I would find it hard 
to believe that the tax burden would be reduced as a result. 

The next issue that infill would create would be even more parking issues in the village. 
Just yesterday I was walking in nice neighborhoods in the museum district of Rochester. 
There are beautiful historic homes there but many of these have been divided into 
apartments for University of Rochester students. As a result there is no parking 
available. Because these older homes have a similar single lane driveway on the side of 
these homes, they have utilized this driveway to create parking lots in the entire back 
yards for parking spaces, trash cans, etc.  Green spaces are therefore very, very limited. 
So you say that is Rochester, not Trumansburg.



Well, if we have infill where are people going to park? In the Rochester neighborhoods 
many of their streets are wide enough to have on street parking on both sides or having 
parking on one side of the street on alternate days in addition to the back yard parking 
lots. But in Trumansburg, our streets are not wide enough to accommodate any on street 
parking anywhere, except on Main Street. But even that parking has limitations as to the 
length of time and during the winter when there is plowing. In addition, there is an 
ordinance that says that you are not allowed to park in front of your house even if both 
wheels are off the road. There are even signs in my neighborhood that state that you 
must park fully off of the street. So if the signs indicate that, this ordinance apparently 
is not in effect. Even an entire parking lot is located in front of a house on Main Street 
and was deemed lawful. 

So now add infill development — where are people going to park? Restrict the number of 
cars that people can park in a given area? Remove more green spaces by having back 
yard parking lots or increase parking in the neighborhoods when they are parking on the 
lawns in front of people‘s houses? 

I would hope that the comp plan will take a realistic look at these two issues at the same 
time as considering maintaining the character of the village that so many people 
appreciate.
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First, I appreciate the huge amount of work the committee has already done.  The draft plan is well thought out and truly 
is comprehensive.

As your statistics show, while the population of the village has not changed much in recent decades, its composition has 
changed a lot.  We have more households with fewer people, and fewer children.  Our school enrollment has dropped 
from 1164 a decade ago to about 980 now.  The smaller the school gets, the more NY State will try to merge our district 
with one of the adjacent ones.  That would turn what is now a community
centered school to one that isn't, which would not be good for the village.  As a result, you should make an explicit goal 
to encourage housing that is attractive and affordable to families with school age children.

Somewhat related to that is the issue of turning houses into illegal hotels, usually via AirBNB.  While it is fine to rent 
out rooms in the house where you live, or your house for short periods when you're out of town, we now have houses 
that absentee landlords use for short term hotel style rentals, sometimes as party houses.  See, for example, a picture I
took this summer of a car parked in front of an AirBNB on Washington St, with "Buy the bride a drink" and a Venmo 
address painted on the windows.

Our family spends a few weeks in the summer in a small town on an island in New Jersey about the size of 
Trumansburg, but where the vast majority of houses have absentee owners and are used for vacation rentals.  It's a swell 
place for a vacation, but it is not a place where I would want to live full time.  While that is an extreme situation, I do 
not think we
should allow our village to move in that direction.  Every house that is turned into a hotel is a house without local 
residents or school children. We need to enforce our existing laws about what is and is not a hotel, and keep our houses 
as places where people actually live.

If for some reason the village board decides to alow party houses, at the very least they need to have a local manager on 
file with the Village so in case of problems we have some recourse short of arresting the tenants.

Regards,
John Levine, 
johnl@taugh.com, 
Taughannock Networks, 
Trumansburg NY
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