
Hopewell Town Board Minutes September 15, 2021 
 

 

PUBLIC HEARING-SEPTEMBER 15, 2021 
LOCAL LAW#1-2021-TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY 

 
A Public Hearing was held on Wednesday, September 15, 2021 at 7:01PM at the Hopewell Town 

 Hall with Supervisor Ted Bateman presiding concerning Local Law#1-2021-To override the Tax 
 Levy. 

 
Present:   Supervisor  Ted Bateman 
   Council Member Erin Everson 
Necessarily Absent Council Member Matt Goodman 
   Council Member Adam Sanford 
   Council Member  Jeff Trickey 
 
Others present: Highway Superintendent Matt Curran, Code Enforcement Officer Justin Bruen, 

 Water Superintendent Ken Potter and Town Clerk Denise Hood 
 
Supervisor Bateman opened the Public Hearing and asked if anyone had any questions or 

 comments regarding the Override of the Tax Cap Levy. 
 
as there were no comments or questions, Supervisor Bateman thanked everyone for coming to 

 the Public Hearing this evening. The Public Hearing closed at 7:02PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Denise L. Hood-Hopewell Town Clerk 
 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING-SEPTEMBER 15, 2021 
LOCAL LAW#2-2021-TO OPT OUT OF ALLOWING CANNABIS RETAIL DISPENSARIES AND  

ON-SITE CONSUMPTION SITES IN THE TOWN OF HOPEWELL 
 

A Public Hearing was held on Wednesday, September 15, 2021 at 7:02PM at the Hopewell 
 Town Hall with Supervisor Ted Bateman presiding concerning Local Law #2-2021-To opt out of 
 allowing cannabis retail dispensaries and on-site consumption sites in the Town of Hopewell . 

 
Present:  Supervisor  Ted Bateman 
   Council Member Erin Everson 
Necessarily Absent Council Member Matt Goodman 
   Council Member Adam Sanford 
   Council Member Jeff Trickey 
 
Others present: Highway Superintendent Matt Curran, Code Enforcement Officer Justin Bruen, 

 Water Superintendent Ken Potter and Town Clerk Denise Hood 
 
Supervisor Bateman opened the Public Hearing and asked if anyone had any questions or 

 comments regarding the Opting out of allowing cannabis retail dispensaries and on-site 
 consumption sites in the Town of Hopewell. 

 
As there were no comments or questions, Supervisor Bateman thanked everyone for coming to 

 the Public Hearing this evening. The Public Hearing closed at 7:02PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Denise L. Hood-Hopewell Town Clerk 
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HOPEWELL TOWN BOARD MEETING SEPTEMBER 15, 2021 7:03PM II 
 

The regular scheduled Town Board Meeting for the Town of Hopewell was held on Wednesday 
 evening, September 15, 2021 at 7:03PM, with Supervisor Ted Bateman presiding. 

 
 

Present:  Supervisor  Ted Bateman 
   Council Member Erin Everson 
Necessarily Absent Council Member Matt Goodman 
   Council Member Adam Sanford 
   Council Member Jeff Trickey 
 
Others Present: Justice Smithling, Highway Superintendent Matt Curran, Code Enforcement 

 Officer Justin Bruen, Water Superintendent Ken Potter, and Town Clerk Denise Hood 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Trickey, seconded by Council Member Sanford   to 

 approve the minutes of the regular Town Board Meeting of September 1, 2021. 
 
Adopted:  Vote   Ayes   4   Nays   0 
 
Privilege of the Floor 
No one spoke for Privilege of the Floor 
 
Communications  
The following communications were received since the last meeting: 
a. The Inside Dirt-Cornell Cooperative Extension-Sept. 2021 
b. The Chronicles- Ontario County Historical Society-Sept. 2021 
c.  Rural Futures- Summer 2021 
 
Old Business  
A motion was made by Council Member Trickey, seconded by Council Member Everson to 

 approve the monthly reports of the Town Clerk, Water Superintendent, Code Enforcement 
 and Supervisor for the Month of August 

. 
Adopted:  Vote   Ayes   4   Nays   0  

 
 Audited Vouchers 
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Trickey, seconded by Council Member Sanford to 
 approve the following Audited Vouchers for Abstract #9. 
 
 Vouchers #220-249 $11,322.06   General 
 Vouchers #1135-1144 $47,361.00  Highway 
 Vouchers#2168-2191 $33,111.83  Water  
  
 Adopted:   Vote   Ayes   4   Nays   0 
 
 Updates by Town Officials 
 
  Town Clerk-Denise L Hood-Ken Crawford of 3082 Smith Road has contacted me on 
 beginning the process of changing the speed limit on Smith Road. I am asking the Town Board to 
 allow Mr. Crawford to mail out letters with a self-addressed envelope to return the signed letter 
 with their decision, in place of having a petition. I have asked the State of New York DOT what 
 they prefer, and they informed me that it was the Town Board’s decision. After discussing the 
 pros and cons of mailing out letters verses having a petition signed, the Town Board decided to 
 have Mr. Crawford have a petition, because this allows him to present his concerns and ideas to 
 each neighbor. 
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HOPEWELL TOWN BOARD MEETING SEPTEMBER 15, 2021 III 
 
 
Highway Superintendent-Matt Curran-The new Ford 350 Crew Cab Highway Crew truck arrived and he 
is looking to attach the snow plow to it. The Highway Crew has been ditching. The Highway Department 
is shorthanded, as he is waiting to receive an application from Ontario County. Conversation ensued in 
regards to the procedure and requirements to work for the Highway Department. He will be attending a 
County Meeting to discuss snow plowing.  
 
 Code Enforcement Officer-Justin Bruen-Code Enforcement Officer Justin Bruen stated there 
was a structure fire last month at Cedar Lodge. He was called out by Ontario County Dispatch, mostly 
smoke and melting. He has issued a permit for the repairs. There were quite a few zoning issues during 
the month of August.  
 Code enforcement Office Justin Bruen asked the Town Board their views on Tim Vaughan’s 
Letter from the last Town Board meeting on September 1, 2021 regarding adding the word “contiguous” 
to the Town’s zoning ordinance. Council Member Sanford asked if the Town should involve the Town 
Attorney in regards to changing the wording. Council Member Trickey indicated it would be a good idea 
to word the requirements clearly, like the Town Board had for the modular homes. There was discussion 
regarding different scenarios as to how it could be worded and/or interpreted. Council Member Trickey 
stated that he believes that it should be reworded for clarity sake. Code Enforcement Officer Justin 
Bruen will make those changes. 
 Supervisor Bateman and Code Enforcement Officer Justin Bruen visited Lincoln Hill Farms, along 
with the Gorham Town Supervisor and Code Enforcement Officer last week. The reason for the meeting 
was to learn about a project the owner, Brian Mastrosimone, has and includes sewer lines that may 
cross over Route 5 & 20 and come down Route 247. The idea, which is still in the early stages, is to 
connect his 92 acre property on County Road 18 to his current property on 247 for “Glamping”, a 
recreational area and a larger concert venue. 
 The movie theater sign on the corner of Route 5 & 20 and County Road 10 will be removed, 
weather permitting, by October 1, 2021 according to a response letter received from the 
Schuppenhauer  
Law Firm.  
 Code Enforcement Officer Justin Bruen has called the Town Attorney Jeff Graff, per the Town 
Board’s request, to find out what the process would be to rezone 3498 Route 247 versus having the 
corner of 247 change to C2.He  handed out his notes from his conversation with Town Attorney Jeff 
Graff.(Exhibit A) Code Enforcement Officer Justin Bruen explained that this would be like any Town Law; 
Jeff Graff would write the Law, and there would be a Public Hearing, SEQR (Short Environmental Quality 
Review) required, then, the Town of Hopewell will pay for the change in Text and Change in the mapping 
of the property. Rezoning in “Spot” is not conformance with Town Comprehensive Plan. The definition 
of Spot Zoning is detriment to community, strictly benefit of property owner only.  Rezoning a singular 
property is not, by definition, spot zoning if it fits the Town Comprehensive Plan is not a detriment to 
the community surroundings. Council Member Trickey stated his opinion to rezone the 13 to 14 
properties to a C2. Conversation ensued. Code Enforcement Officer Justin Bruen will be mailing out a 
curtesy letter to the neighbors explaining what the potential uses may be on that property. Then, Code 
Enforcement Officer Justin Bruen will contact Robert Nelson of 3498 Route 247; to get a signed petition 
of the neighbors who are in approval of the business.  
    
 Water Superintendent-Ken Potter-Yesterday I attended a progress meeting for the County Road 
46 and Smith Road roundabout. As the opening date approaches I asked for a walk thru inspection for all 
the aspects of the water improvements to establish a potential punch list for corrections if required, 
before the contractor moves off site. The contractor stated they were not quite ready yet but will 
contact us soon. An item of note which has been on the punch list for a while, the turning of the new 
Fire Hydrant on Smith Road. I explained that the large steamer nozzle faces away from the street and 
that most Fire Departments use large diameter hoses now and would have a very difficult time 
connecting to that situation. I offered for us to turn the hydrant, the contractor accepted and the guys 
had it completed within a couple hours. 
 In August we performed Disinfection By-Product sampling as required by the State Sanitary 
Code. All sampling results fell within allowable contamination parameters. August, due to high water 
temperatures, is traditionally our worst sampling quarter for results. Two sampling results are of note. 
The first is Route21. We are finding since the Town of Canandaigua now operates the section of water 
main between the City and us they do not flush the main, therefore sending us water not as fresh as 
previously. I will address this with their Water Superintendent. The other sample is the sample of water 
coming from our tank. This water has passed through the Disinfection By-Product removal system inside  
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HOPEWELL TOWNBOARD MEETING SEPTEMBER 15, 2021 IV 
 
 
the tank. Its test result was 27 with 80 as maximum contaminate level. This system is expensive to 
operate but provides excellent results. 
  
 Update on Bagley water main installation on County Road 18. The main installation is completed 
with pressure testing, chlorination and bacteriological samples taken. To date we have not yet received 
any information as to test results and the main sits idle. If the main remains in this state re-chlorination 
may be necessary. 
 
Hilton Farms, Water Tank and Access Road Situation 
 On September 8th the Water Department employees informed me of damage done at the water 
tank. Upon inspection I found that Hilton Farms had used the driveway around the tank and chlorination 
building to access a field behind Dave Meridith’s house and Master Tech Auto for the purpose of 
spreading manure. 
 
Unbeknownst to us the tractors and manure tanks had used the narrow 90 degree turn driveway around 
the northwest corner of the chlorination building. In doing so they traveled on top of a clearly visible 16” 
tapping sleeve, valve, and box and 16” water main, significantly compacting the driveway above the 
heavy weight of the tractor wagon combination. We investigated for a potential leak and fortunately 
found none. 
 
The driveways around the Tank and building were never designed to carry that type of weight. I 
instructed the guys to place concrete thrust blocks on the driveways to block further traffic from 
traveling the drive out of concern for further damage. 
 
On September 9th I called Peg Hilton to get Dick’s phone number to discuss the issue and she asked me 
to explain and I did. At that time I also informed her of other damage to the concrete bridge at the creek 
crossing. It consists of deep tire ruts at the north side entrance to the bridge which caused the tractor 
implements to hit the bridge concrete and chip out chunks. Also, I informed her that the Tank road has 
developed huge potholes from the weight of the tractors and that the Town Taxpayers were done 
paying to repair the damage Hilton Farms has created. The potholes are big enough that Hilton Farm 
drivers were driving around them. 
 
It is my belief that a legally binding agreement between the Town and the involved property owners 
(not the land renters) be created to address these types of issues. The Honor System has not worked. 
 
Supervisor Bateman stated he had spoken with Peg and Dick Hilton to explain the water tower is off 
limits. They understood and are working on a different access to the field. They have repaired the 
potholes and have added stone to the bridge, so there wouldn’t be any further damage to the bridge. 
Peg and Dick understand they are the renters of the land and keep the ruts filled in should one develop. 
The gabion basket has been repaired by Coryn, but not all of it. Supervisor Bateman agreed with Water 
Superintendent Ken Potter in creating a signed agreement with the property owners regarding these 
types of issues. 
 
    
Town Supervisor-Ted Bateman-Supervisor Bateman stated he believed the first quarter sales taxes 
were off. So, between Town Assessor Kelly Ducar and the Real Property Department, they learned the 
amount was off and the Town of Hopewell received an additional $18,000. 
 Census came out. The Town of Hopewell has gone up 184-187 people and 49 additional 
residential properties in the past 10 years. The total population of Hopewell is 3980. 
 Casella has begun taking the dumpsters for the Town of Hopewell last week.  
 
Resolution#14-2021-Resolution Authorizing adoption by the Town Board of the Town of Hopewell of 
Local Law#1-2021-Overriding the Tax Levy (Exhibit B) 
 
Resolution #15-2021-Resolution Authorizing Adoption by the Town Board of the Town of Hopewell of 
Local Law #2-2021-To Opt Out of allowing Cannabis Retail Dispensaries and On-Site Cannabis 
Consumption Sites in the Town of Hopewell that would otherwise be allowed under Article 4 of the 
Cannabis Law. (Exhibit C) 
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A motion was made by Council Member Sanford, seconded by Council Member Trickey to block 
together and approve Local Law #1-Overriding the Tax Levy and, to approve Local Law #2-2021-To Opt 
Out of allowing Cannabis Retail Dispensaries and On-Site Cannabis Consumption Sites in the Town of 
Hopewell that would otherwise be allowed under Article 4 of the Cannabis Law. 
 
Adopted:   Vote   Ayes   4   Nays   0 
 
Resolution#16-2021-Special/Fire Districts Tax Levy Override (Exhibit D) 
 
A motion was made by council Member Sanford, seconded by Council Member Everson to approve 
Resolution #16-2021-Special/Fire Districts Tax Levy Override. 
 
Adopted:   Vote   Ayes   4   Nays   0 
 
Privilege of the Floor 
Justice Smithling stated she attended this particular Town Board Meeting to bring the budget concerns 
to the Board’s attention. She handed out the concerns to the Town Board Members. (Exhibit E) She 
stated that due to COVID 19 the courts were closed for 8 months which caused an influx of cases to the 
Town of Hopewell Court causing the Court budget to be thrown off. The Court is requesting significant 
increase in Personnel Services for our clerk and bailiff due to the budget being decreased in 2021, the 
increase in court cases and court nights due to the COVID 19 shut down and accumulated cases. The 
Court plans on hiring a 2nd clerk which has been in the budget for a few years but did not pursue due to 
the shut down, but it is now a necessity. The clerk would work approximately 2 days a week. The Court 
has changed from hiring an interpreter to appear in court to using a language line, so there would be a 
decrease there, as well as equipment.  
 
 A motion was made by Council Member Trickey, seconded by Supervisor Bateman to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:06PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Denise L Hood – Town Clerk September 21, 2021 Next 
Meeting:  October 6, 2021 at 7:00PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hopewell Town Board Minutes September 15, 2021 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


